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  FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!" (Mark 1:35-37)

My Sunday School class is studying the Gospel of Mark with the goal of discovering the real Jesus. We’ve made some interesting discoveries. In the above text Peter is mildly chastising Jesus for going off to pray when “everyone” was looking for him. The evening before Jesus had healed many sick people. Word got out and many more people were arriving to have their needs met by this miracle worker. Simon Peter and the others must have been surprised by Jesus’ reply:

Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have come. (Mark 1:38). 

What? Go somewhere else? Why would Jesus want to leave when there were so many needy people right outside his door? Would he rather preach than meet their needs? Isn’t that why Jesus came in the first place—to meet all our needs?

This exchange indicates Jesus’ disciples misunderstood his primary mission and I believe we may do the same thing. Jesus’ primary mission is to reconcile sinful humans to a holy God who loves them beyond words. His mission is captured in his words, The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news! (Mark 1:15). 

Jesus’ primary mission is to call us to repent of our sins and receive the forgiveness and eternal life offered us by God. It is the offer of a loving, intimate relationship with the God of the universe through the sacrifice on our behalf by His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus’ primary concern is the condition of our relationship with God. That is why Jesus comes into our lives—to reconcile us to God. Our sin stood between God and us but Jesus removed that barrier by paying for our sins at Calvary. 

Don’t get me wrong. Jesus obviously cares about our illnesses and our needs. He is a caring and compassionate Savior. And sometimes He will heal us and grant the desires of our hearts. But His primary mission is not to meet all of our wishes and desires. Jesus is not a genie sent to make our lives carefree and happy all the time. 

In calling people to repent and believe in the good news Jesus is calling us to a life of service to God. In the Gospels we notice how often the crowds flocked to Him when He was feeding and healing them. But when Jesus began to preach and teach about the demands of being His disciple the crowds often thinned out quickly. Suddenly folks found other things to do. The crowds wanted Jesus to address their mission but He remained focused on God’s mission for Him.

Jesus’ mission was to share the good news with as many people as possible: God loves you! God has sent a Savior to rescue you from sin and death. So repent—turn from your sin and obey the God who sacrificed His Son to save you. Then, call on others to accept God’s love and salvation.

This passage gives us several things to think about: Do I distract Jesus from His primary mission by expecting Him to meet all my desires? Do I see Jesus as both my Savior and the Lord of my life—the One I live to obey and serve? Does our church have a balanced ministry of meeting physical needs and spiritual needs—the need to know the good news Jesus preached? These are just some questions to ponder as we strive to serve Jesus.

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

September Greeters:
Mildred & David Gaehring
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

September
6th -
Bill Keating
13th –
Nancy Kohler
20th –
Janice Servais
27th –
Bill Clark
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
6th -
Sharon Stout & Samantha Lehr
13th -
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor

20th -
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark

27th -
Don & Laura Brickner

Junior Church:
6th -
Patty Ferrell & Connie Clark

13th -
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

20th -
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor

27th -
Jaclyn Minquez & Laura Brickner
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.


Youth Group News

The first youth group meeting will be on September 16th at 5:45 PM.  Remember to invite all your friends and look forward to a time of fun and fellowship.  Our second youth group meeting on September 23rd will be a night of crafts and games and lots of fun! 

Also, scheduled on September 26th will be a night at Pump It Up!  This will be a great night to invite your friends to “jump” into a youth group activity and find out how fun it can be.  Everyone will meet at the church at 1:00 PM and return to the church at 4:30 PM.  

In preparation for some of the youth group crafts Kelley Piel is asking for donations of empty cardboard jewelry boxes of any size.  Thanks for your continued help and support for the youth of the church.

A Thank You From Palmer Theological Seminary

It seems it’s become a tradition in this country to hold, of all things, a hot dog eating contest on the Fourth of July.  So-called competitive eaters, men and women alike, will consume several dozen hot dogs in a span of just eight minutes or so.  This year’s winner downed 64 of them, probably more than most of us eat in an entire year.

In the scheme of things, such contests are innocent enough, I suppose.  Yet it’s hard for me to see or read about them without thinking of the many millions of people, including people in our own country, who have little or nothing to eat.  For them, eating, far from being a competitive sport, is a daily challenge.  

It’s a question of values.  And among the things I love about Palmer is its longstanding commitment to
care for those in need.  The men and women who come to study here leave us with a greater sensitivity to human need and a better understanding of what it means to share the whole gospel with the whole world.

Thank you for your congregation’s recent gift of $600.00 Seminary Support and $200 in support of the Palmer Annual Fund.  It represents a commitment to values that fly in the face of the values of the world.

Yours in Christ,

Wallace Charles Smith

Seminary President
OUTREACH UPDATE 
SEPTEMBER 2009

“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9

It’s that time of year again – Pedricktown Day is on Sat. Oct. 10!  For the past few years our church has handed out free water bottles to all attendees of this event.  Last year, for the first time, we added a simple game that the kids could play and handed out prizes for all who participated.  We all had great fun interacting with the younger members of the community.  

Some of us in the Outreach Committee have been lucky enough to have had the experience of seeing the smiles on everyone’s faces as they realize that the water is, truly, a free gift.  This is something so simple we can do.  If God can give us the greatest gift of all, our salvation, we can at the very least give out some free water bottles to bring some smiles to the faces of our community.

Please consider signing up to help hand out water and play some simple games with the kids on Sat. Oct. 10. Two hour shifts will run from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  Look for the sign up sheet on the bulletin board.

Of course, in order to hand out these water bottles, we first need to rely on your generous donations.  We collected quite a few cases last year, but we still ran out before the end of the day.  Please think about donating two cases of water bottles instead of one this year.

Another opportunity for us to reach out to our community will be during the Historical Society Tour on Sat. Oct. 3 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Our church will be hosting an open house.  We will need volunteers to make some refreshments such as punch and cookies to leave out for visitors and maybe a few people to take turns stopping in to keep the food and drink stocked up.  Look for a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.

Let’s make an effort this fall to give a few simple gifts of our time in return for everything God has given to us.

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

Thank Yous
The Family of Lou Zeigler, Sr. want to thank the congregation of the First Baptist Church for their prayers, kind gestures and the support you have provided to Dad during his brief stay here on Earth.  To those in the prayer chain, Jo Pedrick & Kathy Lindle for the cards and visits during his last times with us I Lou Jr. really feel drawn to those loving folks.

May God bless you all with health and many years together.

Respectfully yours,  Lou Jr.

**********

Dear Friends at Pedricktown:

I want to thank you for the many cards I received on my 90th birthday.  It was an exciting day for me with a lot for which to be thankful.  Now I can do what my father did when he started counting the days to his next birthday.  So, I can say in 12 months, if I live that long I will be 91.  Betty is adjusting to being married to an old man.

Thanks so very much and may God bless you all.

In the GREAT love of Christ,

Lee Pease – A Former Pastor


- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)






Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango
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Sing for joy to God our strength; shout aloud to the God of Jacob!


Begin the music, strike the tambourine,


Play the melodious harp and lyre.





		         Psalm 81:1-2
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