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  FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

 
In my last two sermons I have focused on our financial gifts to God. This message focuses on God’s spiritual gifts to us and their purpose in His kingdom.

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13).

Paul cites several reasons why Christians are given spiritual gifts. 

· To strengthen the body of Christ

· To bring unity to the body of Christ

· To help us become spiritually mature Christians who live out the character of Christ

These are the results when Christians learn to discover, develop and deploy their spiritual gifts for the sake of God’s kingdom. It sounds pretty awesome, doesn’t it? Can you imagine being part of such a fellowship? 

All Christians have been given spiritual gifts such as those listed in the Ephesians passage as well as in 1 Corinthians 12, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Romans 12. And in 1 Corinthians 12:7 Paul tells why the gifts were given: “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” Spiritual gifts are given not for our personal enrichment, but for the “common good.” Spiritual gifts are given as a witness and evidence of the Holy Spirit’s working in our lives and for the purpose of building up the Christian community. Like all our gifts (material or spiritual) God expects us to invest them in the building of His kingdom. 

Therefore, I would like to invite you to participate in a process of discovering, developing and deploying your spiritual gifts in the ministries of our church. Step one, the discovery, will begin soon with a study titled, Getting Your Gifts in Gear. Several of the adult Sunday School classes will begin this study in late October. Other study groups can be arranged through the week as needed.

I know some of you have studied the spiritual gifts before. My vision for this study is to ultimately build a database of church members’ spiritual gifts, skills, experiences and ministry passions. This information would then be used in filling church ministry positions and when envisioning new ministries. It could also be used to offer ministry training. The goal is to position people in ministries for which God has gifted them. So I hope you will prayerfully consider jumping on board as we strive to build up the body of Christ here at First Baptist!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

October Greeters:
4th & 11th :  Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
18th & 25th:  Thelma & Gene Perry

Scheduled Scripture Readers:

October
4th –
Charlotte Carty
11th –
Erik Biermann
18th –
John Egan
25th –
Joy Suiters
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
4th –
Jaclyn Minquez & Gary Minquez
11th –
Theresa Smith
18th –
Sharon Stout & Samantha Lehr
25th –
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor
Junior Church:
4th –
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
11th –
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell
18th –
Melby Pollock & Bobbie Kenworthy
25th –
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.


Sunday School Snippets
Rally Day was filled with stars of all ages.  If you look downstairs in the class rooms you will see stars on the doors, bulletin boards, cubbies or hanging up from the ceiling.  For the littlest ones this helps them remember which room is theirs in addition to making everything brighter.
The adult classes are working on finishing up a series and getting ready for the next new Bible study (yes the Heritage class will be restarting under the wonderful leadership of Loraine Young).  Some of the classes will be looking at the Spiritual Gifts program.  So adults ask, look and visit to see where you would have God lead you.  No one is too old to learn more and the close fellowship of a small class is so important for all of us in our everyday walk.
Oct. 25th (during regular Sunday School time) will be a workshop for anyone who is a current teacher, aide or substitute AND for anyone who is thinking they might like to work in some way with Sunday School but aren't sure. We always have room for helpers and are open to new ideas.  Esther Jackson will be our facilitator and remember all are welcome.  We are all children of God and looking for His light to share.    
See you soon, Connie Clark
 

New Offering Envelope
 Format for 2010

Offering envelopes assist the Trustees in distributing the tithe as directed by each family/member.  This coming December new offering envelopes will be distributed for use in the year 2010.  If you currently use offering envelopes or if you currently do not use offering envelopes and would like to have envelopes please sign up on the sheet located on the foyer bulletin board.  Everyone wanting to give using offering envelopes needs to sign up as the format of the envelopes is changing and older envelopes will no longer have the correct format.  New numbers will be assigned to all families/members based on alphabetical order and will not change from year to year, if possible.  Please help support the church by using your envelopes each time you give and indicating how you would like your contribution to be distributed.  If you do not indicate how you would like your contribution to be distributed the entire amount is placed into the General Account for use in the daily operations of the church.  As previously stated multiple envelopes do not need to be submitted at one time for separate weeks, please place all offerings in one envelope for multiple week giving, using one check if applicable.  A tax statement cannot be provided without an offering enveloped number for regular weekly giving.
Definitions for the 

categories of giving:

Building – monies in this account are only used for larger capital projects in the church.

Missions – monies in this account are given to the Mission Board to only be used to support our Mission Projects.

General – monies in this account are used for the daily bills of the church including utilities, payroll and maintenance.

Crumb – monies in this fund are given to the Missions account to be sent to YaHa LayLayLa in Burma to support his mission effort there.  The idea behind this ministry is to give the needy the crumbs you have left each week.  Money to this ministry should not be part of your normal giving amount.

Communion monies in this fund are given to the Deacons for use in their projects as they see fit.

Other – Please use this line to direct monies to other minstries such as “Flowers”,  a Memorial Gift or special offering. 
HABITAT WORKDAY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2009 8:30 am to 2:30 pm

Give a treat to a deserving family by helping build a house on Eakin Street in Salem.
Please sign up on the bulletin board.  If you have any questions, contact Erik Biermann at (856) 241-9594 or thebiermanns@verizon.net.
PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

Thank Yous
Dear Church Family,
We would like to thank each of you for your prayers for Brenda.  We appreciate your continued prayers for healing, as her road to recovery may be a long one.

Thank you Pastor Merrit for your visit and continued prayers.

Bob & Loraine Young

**********

Dear Members & Friends of The First Baptist Church,
I want you to know I was pleased and thankful to get your prayer card.

There are many kindnesses we can do for one another, but I think the greatest is when a congregation prays for one another.

God’s Blessings,

Isabel Hampton

Keeping a Pleasure Book
A woman noted for her sweet spirit and optimistic outlook revealted that she had been keeping a “Pleasure Book” for many year.  Some of her entries were:

“Saw a beautiful rose in a window.”

“Talked to a bright pretty girl.”

“Enjoyed a beautiful sunset.”

“Received a thoughtful note from a dear friend.”

How much better off we would be if we made a conscious effort to be positive in our outlook on life.  Don’t look for negative things; look for and be thankful for pleasant experiences.
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Melby Pollock
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(10)
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Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.





		Psalm 50:1
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