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  FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

 
November is here! There’s always a lot going on in November—a lot of excitement. As I kid I remember November for all the school holidays! There were two days off for the annual teacher’s convention, another for Veterans Day and then Thanksgiving and the day after. This year my local school has 5 days off and 4 days of early dismissal. The kids love it!

Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays. It makes me think about my home—attending the ecumenical worship service the night before, spending time with family, eating a gloriously tasty meal, watching football and watching the first Christmas movies of the year. 

November will be an exciting and important month at First Baptist. We will have our regular Church Business Meeting on Wednesday, November 18th. This meeting is critical because we approve a budget and choose servants for various ministry positions for 2010. This meeting really sets the tone for the coming year regarding how we can impact the world for Christ. If that isn’t important—what is? 

Speaking of the future, we will meet again after worship on Sunday, November 22nd to discuss and vote on the proposal to enter into an envisioning process with Rev. Chuck Jensen. Chuck spoke to us last Sunday to explain how that process would work and how he would lead us if we choose that path. 

I think this is one of the most important decisions in this church’s recent history. As I said, we are at a crossroad as we face the future. Like most churches, if we are going to experience spiritual revival we need to pursue an intentional process to discover God’s vision for First Baptist Church’s future. The world is constantly changing and we cannot expect to effectively carry out the Great Commission of birthing and developing disciples of Jesus by using strategies of the past. We need to seek God’s leading to discover a clear, biblical, shared vision for His church—to which we are willing to commit ourselves. THAT MUST BE OUR GOAL. Mere survival cannot be enough for us.

If we choose to move forward in this process it will demand the faith and courage to accept, embrace and pursue whatever vision God puts before us. So please be in prayer about this decision so we will do God’s will. Let us pray by saying little and listening much to God’s Spirit for direction.

Finally, November 29th is the first Sunday in Advent. During this season we celebrate the coming of the Christ child who is our salvation and we anticipate His coming again in glory to bring God’s kingdom in its fullness. Advent merges the past and future and reminds us we are living between the times—hoping to be found faithful when Christ returns.

So you see, November is an important time for us at First Baptist. We have much to consider, much to pray about, and much to do to remain faithful to our Savior and Lord. Let us join together to seek and to serve Christ—the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

November Greeters:
1st & 8th – The Rudderow Family
15th  - Kelley Piel & Sara Piel

22nd & 29th – Pat Ryan
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

November
1st-
Dede Marsango
8th –
Beth Biermann
15th –
Harry Moore
22nd -
Esther Jackson
29th – OPEN
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
 1st -
Don & Laura Brickner
8th -
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark

15th -
Jaclyn & Gary Minquez

22nd-
Theresa Smith

29th -
Sharon Stout & Samantha Lehr
Junior Church:
1st-
Patty Ferrell & Connie Clark
8th -
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

15th -
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor

22nd -
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry

29th -
Jaclyn Minquez & Laura Brickner

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.


Sunday School Snippets
Thanksgiving time! Thank you to all the parents and grandparents willing to share their little ones each week so that we can have such a good time learning about God.  What pure thanks they give to us each week!  Thank you to all the teachers and helpers who are so faithful every week.  Thank you to our support staff for all their behind the scenes help. Thank you mostly to God for his gracious supply of love that enables us all to grow. 
    Mark on your calenders November 22 for game day.  We will be doing games with the kids that will review this quarter, help us remember Bible verses and give staff time to consider Pastor Jensen's proposal. 

   

See you in Sunday School.  Connie  

 *****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

The Youth Group 
Need Your Help

The Youth Group Annual Fall Festival will be this Wednesday, November 4th, at 5:45 PM. We need some donations of snacks and juice;  
Needed:  Snacks for about 25:  Suggestions:
Cookies, Brownies or Cup cakes; Chips, Pretzels or Pop Corn;
Fruit or Vegetable tray; Juice.  

PLEASE NO CANDY!!!

We also need prizes for the Youth, suggestions;

$5.00 - McDonalds, Wendy's, Blockbuster, gift cards.

There will be a sign up sheet on the Youth Group Bulletin Board in the hall, so please sign up.

The Youth Group Leaders would like to thank the youth for bringing their friends to youth group on Wednesdays!

THE YOUTH GROUP ANNUAL TEA SOCIAL 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, @ 12:15PM,

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO COME AND SHARE IN THE FUN OF THE SEASON.  

We will have a DONATIONS SIGN UP SHEET on the Youth Group Bulletin Board for those of you who can help with the food, or drinks.  

The Youth Group Members will entertain you during the luncheon.  

More NEWS to follow.  

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
Radio City Music Hall Trip

Oldmans Township School PTA is having a bus trip to New York City to see the Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular Show on Sunday, November 22, 2009.  Cost is $85.00 per person, which includes, bus, show ticket and driver gratuity.  A complimentary beverage and muffin, donated by Konvenience Kafe of Pedricktown, will be provided.


The bus will leave Oldmans Township School parking lot promptly at 8:00 AM and will return approximately at 8:00PM.  For tickets or additional information, please call Peggy Kirsch at 856.299.5415.
A Word from CEF of 

Salem County
Thank you for supporting CEF of Salem County.  It is exciting to be able to evangelize children in local public schools, and you are helping us do this.

Three Good News Clubs are ready to begin in October and one more in December.  They are:  Olivet School in Pittsgrove, Upper Pittsgrove School in Monroeville, Mary S. Shoemaker School in Woodstown, and finally Central Park in Pennsville.   The number of children signing up to attend clubs is higher this year.

Eleven workers are committed to leading these clubs, and I am looking for additional people to help with the larger groups.  Then we need workers to send into more schools because all the children need our Savior!  Please pray with us for additional workers to serve in God’s harvest field.

Thank you for your contribution – your gift to God, and His to us.

For the next generation,

Elaine States, Director 

Thank Yous
Dear Christian Family;
Thank you for your prayers and all the cards I received after my recent stay in the hospital.  It is a very comforting feeling to know I have Christian friends, that care about me.

Also I would like to thank Pastor Merrit Marsango for his visit with me at the hospital.  I really enjoyed having his company.

In Christian Love,

Jay M. Perry

*******
Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all the cards, prayers and concerns expressed at the sudden death of my brother.

Matthew 24:42&44 tells us “to keep watch because you do not know on what day the Lord will come.  So you must be ready because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Again, thank you for the support.  Please remember my mother and father.  This now leaves my mother to live alone.  Dad seems to be hanging in there but many days is not aware of the year.

To Whom much is given much is required.

Blessings in Christ,

Harry & Ruthann Moore

*******
To First Baptist Church People;

Thank you all for your prayers.  I’ve put myself in God’s hands, and I know He listens to everyone’s prayers, and that’s what will get me through my cancer.

In Christian Love,

Gladys Dale

*******

Dear First Baptist Church Family,


God Bless you for giving of your time, your prayers and yourself in providing me continuous well wishes following my surgery.  I have truly had the company of godly men and women (Psalm 16:3) in you throughout my recovery and I thank you.  I return to work and a normal routine fully recovered and with heart, body and soul filled with joy (Psalm 16:9).

In Christian Love,  Vicki Justice

- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)






Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango
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Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a fool whose lips are perverse.





		          Proverbs 19:1

















I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.





			Psalm 34:1
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