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Pastor’s Message

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:11, 12).

It has always intrigued me that at the birth and death of Jesus—very few people were around as witnesses. At Jesus’ birth, the most monumental event in human history, the coming of God’s Son, only a few shepherds showed up (the Magi came later). How come only these shepherds heard the announcement of the angels and therefore knew when and where Christ would be born? How come no one else got the memo and came to worship the newborn King?

You would think there would have been massive crowds at Christ’s birth, comparable to the crowds at Woodstock or the Phillies’ championship parade. Where were all the “religious” people of the day who were supposedly close to God and constantly listening for His voice? Surely they would have heard the angels’ announcement. But maybe they could not hear the voice of the Lord because they were too busy living life. 

Last week I attended a short prayer retreat in Princeton and it reminded me that sometimes we need to “retreat” from the busyness of life in order to hear the Lord’s voice. From Tuesday evening through Wednesday afternoon we gathered to pray, worship the Lord and hear His voice in the Scriptures. We also heard the Lord’s voice through people sharing how He was speaking to them. The retreat was a time of refreshment and renewal. But why is it that we often have to leave home and our daily distractions to be able to hear the Lord’s voice clearly? I believe the Lord is trying to speak to us all the time but we often miss what He has to say because we rarely make the time to sit still and listen in silence.

They say this Christmas is going to be different for many people due to the current economic conditions. Stores are expecting to make fewer sales, some people are facing layoffs and many people are vowing to spend less on Christmas presents. To some this is depressing. But maybe these troubled times also bring some hope. Maybe the economic woes can help to improve our hearing. The changing conditions may give us cause and extra time to listen for important messages.

As the season of Advent begins let us rededicate ourselves to fighting the temptation to fill every waking moment with a flurry of activity, conversation and noise. Instead of complaining that the Lord is nowhere to be found and fails to answer our prayers—let’s give Him more opportunities to speak to us in times of solitude and prayer. We could even sit in silence and pray, “Lord, what do you have to tell me today?” And then we could actually take time to listen!

Two thousand years ago some shepherds took the time to listen for His voice and they were not disappointed. They found the Lord—just where He said He would be. Happy listening!

Sincerely in Christ,

GOD’S SERVANTS

December Greeters:
Bill & Connie Clark
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

December
7th -
Bill Clark
14th -
Maribeth Glynn

21st -
Erik Biermann

28th -
John Egan

You will be notified of your scripture reading previous to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
7th -
Jaclyn Minquez
14th -
Don & Laura Brickner

21st -
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr

28th -
Kelley Piel

Toddler Room:

7th -
Kari & Pat Kille

14th -
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark

21st -
OPEN

28th -
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor

Junior Church:

7th –
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor

14th -
Jaclyn Minquez & Pam Golt

21st -
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry

28th -
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Annual Tea Social

Sponsored by the Youth Group

Sunday, December 7th at 12:15 PM

Fun, Food & Fellowship with the young people of our church.  What more could you ask for?  Everyone is invited to the tea social to take place after Sunday School hour on December 7th.  Here’s your chance to meet some of the youth of the church and help them make a craft to be given out to someone who will appreciate it this Christmas season.

Donations Needed:  

*Teas or Coffee – variety

*Tea Sandwiches – (At least 10 Dozen)

Tuna-Egg-Lunch Meat-PB & J- cream cheese etc.

*Cookies – 6 Dozen

*Scones

*Breads – Banana – Pumpkin, etc.

* Jams & Jellies

DECEMBER 2008
OUTREACH UPDATE

The Outreach Committee would like to thank the whole congregation for working so hard to make Challenge 150 a success.  Many people are better off because you cared enough to give time, prayer, money, and items to those who are in need.

We as a congregation have made a great start in establishing a local outreach focus in our mission work.  But there is always more to be done.  Christmas is the best time of all to think about others.  Please consider one last push in completing or even surpassing your pledges for Challenge 150.

Prayer Challenge – There will be a great opportunity for you to give some prayer time for the many needs of our community.  We will be holding a Prayer Vigil on Saturday Dec. 6 from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Please donate one hour of your time in prayer.

Visitation Challenge – Christmas can be a lonely time for many people.  A visit from you might be just what they need to lift their spirits.  You can visit a nursing home, a shut-in, someone in the hospital – anyone who touches your heart.  Please contact Connie Clark if you need suggestions for those in need of visitation.

Catholic Charities Food Bank Challenge – As you shop for your Christmas dinner, please pick up some extra cans of vegetables, stuffing mix, cranberry sauce or any other non-perishable food item that looks good.  Help a family in need have the holiday feast that they deserve.

Habitat for Humanity – Even though we don’t have a work day scheduled in December, you can certainly pray for all the volunteers who will be working on building homes for those in need and the families who have already received the gift of a home.  You can also donate gently used furniture and building supplies to Habitat’s ReStore business.  Contact Erik Biermann for more information.

Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center – Just as you pick up some extra food items for the food bank, check out the baby aisle in the grocery store.  Diapers and wipes frequently go on sale, so pick up a pack of each if you can.

Again, thank you all for making Challenge 150 such a successful endeavor.  Let’s make December the best month yet for all of our challenges!

New Life/Baptism Class

For Youth Group

There will be a new class starting for the youth on November 30th during  the Sunday School hour.  If you are interested please see Pastor Marion

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

************


First Baptist Church at Pedricktown

          ― 2008 Church Officers ―                                     Board of Trustees
Moderator  ………………………………………………………OPEN                             William Ferrell                (08)

Church Clerk………………………………….………Judy Murphy                             Jim Murphy                     (09)

Treasurer…………………………………………………………..  OPEN                            Lisa Rudderow(S)            (09)

Missionary Treasurer………………    Mildred Gaehring                            OPEN             

Financial Secretary………………………… Carol S. Tozour                          John Egan (C)                    (08)

 John Egan(C)                   (08)

Church School Superintendent……………Connie Clark                            Janice Servais(VC)          (10)

                                                                                                           Robert Young                  (08)

 Deacons                                           Board of Mission              Board of Christian Education
Jeff Blithe              (10)               Naomi Trostel (VC)       (09)             Patty Ferrell (S)            (09)

John Jordan(VC)     (09)               Claire Kohler (C)            (09)             Melby Pollock
             (08)

Helen Keating (T)    (10)               Nancy Kohler (W.C.)      (08)             William Keating (C)        (08)

Harry Moore           (09)               Joel Rudderow              (10)             Tina Nipe                       (10)

Loraine Young (S)    (08)               Betty Egan  
                  (08)
  Jaclyn Minquez              (10)
   Naomi Trostel         (08)               JoAnne Taylor
(S)          (09)

Larry Lehr               (08)                
Brian Heintzelman    (10)

Esther Jackson         (09)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.

P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Editor: Michele Wallin			    Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford






































Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false Gods.


	             Psalm 40:4
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