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Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

How do churches grow? And why are some churches growing while others are in decline? These are age old questions that baffle Christians from coast to coast. On any given day I receive several mailings and phone calls (that Michele screens) regarding seminars or products that promise to double or triple our church attendance if only I will use these miraculous resources. There are sermon resources, Bible studies, Sunday School curricula, advertising programs—you name it. We’d like to think that surely there are some key programs or products that will do the trick to fill the sanctuary on Sunday morning in a flash! If only it were that simple. 

I think we can find the real key to church growth in our 50 Day Spiritual Adventure. The journal lessons, sermons, dramas and the book, I Like Church But … reveal the key to church growth. Alas, the key is not a quick fix or an instant cure for three easy payments of $29.95. There is no guarantee that we will see results in 30 days—or our money back! No, the real key to church growth has always been—and remains, committing the time to build solid healthy relationships inside and outside the church family. 

The key is revealed in the adventure themes. The church you’ve always longed for: works at being a caring family/ captures the heart of the community/ welcomes all people/ empowers each individual/ serves a broken world, etc. The church we long to be part of works at caring, capturing people’s hearts, welcoming all, and empowering and serving people. These are all relationship building activities—which lead to  growing Christians and a growing church. Renewal is relational.

Growing churches are growing because a critical mass of people have committed to spending the time to invest their lives in others, as Christ invested His life in His disciples during three solid years of relationship building. These committed people don’t take others for granted. They know investing in another human being is the greatest investment in life. They don’t assume that others automatically know how much they mean to them. They commit the time and make the effort to say it and show it in various ways.

In a few weeks the season of Advent will dawn yet again. It is another reminder that God did not assume we would understand exactly how much we mean to Him, or how much He loves us. God didn’t want any misunderstanding about His love for us so He sent His one and only Son to show us. Jesus spent His earthly life nurturing and cultivating a loving relationship with humanity that has stood the test of time and will endure forever. It took time, work and great sacrifice—but the Lord’s church continues to grow—praise God!

There you have it—the secret of church growth!

Sincerely in Christ,

GOD’S SERVANTS

November Greeters:
Nov. 2nd, 9th, & 16th -

Patricia Ryan & Russell Drabold

Nov. 23rd & 30th –

Jeff & Teresa Smith
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

November
2nd  -   Jason Rodowicz
9th  –
 Charlotte Carty
16th -   Naomi Trostel
23rd -  Jaclyn Minquez
30th -  Kelley Piel

You will be notified of your scripture reading previous to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
2nd –
Don & Laura Brickner
9th –
Jaclyn Minquez 

16th –
Vicki Justice
23rd – 
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr
30th –
Christine Cobin
Toddler Room:

2nd –
Susan Warren
9th –
Jim & Christine Meginnis
16th –
Larry & Jen Lehr
23rd –
Melinda Taylor
30th –
Bonnie & Brian Heintzelman
Junior Church:

2nd -
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

9th -
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

16th –
Janice Servais & Patty Ferrell

23rd -
Tina Nipe
30th -
Melby Pollock
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Youth Group Fall Festival

The Youth Group will be holding their Fall Festival on Wednesday, November 5th.  We need your help to plan a fun-filled time for the youth of our church.  Donations of gift certificates in the amount of $5 from places like McDonalds, Wendy’s and Blockbusters are needed.  We need at least 18 gift certificates.  Also, the usual snacks and drinks would also be appreciated.  Please sign up for any donations on the lists outside the kitchen.


Kids – bring a friend and show them how much fun youth group can be.  Also, sign up for the “Bake-Off” and the “Craziest Hair” contests on the lists outside the kitchen.   

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

************

OUTREACH UPDATE

NOVEMBER  2008

 “God did not tell the world to go to church – He told the church to go out into the world.”  

Pastor Marsango used this quote in one of his sermons during our 50 Day Spiritual Adventure.  This is exactly what the Outreach Committee is trying to get our entire congregation excited about – going out into the world to spread God’s word and His love.  Not just the world in general, but specifically, our immediate community in and around Pedricktown.

In these last two months of 2008, please do your part to meet and exceed our goals for Challenge 150.  Please consider making one more pledge for any of our challenges – Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center, Habitat for Humanity, Catholic Charities Food Bank, Visitation or Prayer.

Looking forward, we are hoping to make these special projects a permanent part of our outreach, in some aspect.  These should become more than just one-time efforts – they should continue as evidence of our efforts to go out into the world and share God’s love with our community.

*******

Heifer International

Christmas Project


Many of us have previously given to Heifer International Missions.  Since 1944, Heifer International has worked to bring help, healing, and hope to millions of impoverished families worldwide.  In its first 60 years, Heifer assisted more than 10 million families.  In areas where hunger and despair once prevailed, Heifer programs work in the areas of livestock and agriculture to develop programs that alleviate hunger and poverty.


We invite you to join with the Basic Christianity Adult Sunday School Class in donating a cash gift to Heifer International.  We will be collecting our contributions weekly throughout the Sundays in November.  Our dollars will be turned into goats that give milk, chickens that will lay eggs and provide meat, heifers who will bear offspring and provide much needed milk to hungry people.  These livestock often lift families to levels of self-sufficiency in economically deprived areas. Please consider whether you will donate $5 or $10 to our Christmas gift drive.  If you wish to donate, please give your gift to Nancy Kohler, Charlotte Carty, or Pastor Marsango or place your money in the designated jar on the donut table each week in the fellowship hall.  Thank you in advance for reaching out to others in need.

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee will be contacting church members to fill vacancies in the following positions:  Moderator, Financial Secretary, Treasurer, and three openings on the Board of Deacons. If a committee member approaches you please prayerfully consider this opportunity to do the Lord’s work. If you feel you are called to a specific position please contact the Pastor, Esther Jackson or John Egan.

Trustees November Report
At the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting held on October 28th, the Board:

1. Interviewed with two Architect firms and their proposals for developing a three to five year capital improvement plan.

2. Voted to approve the firm of Michael Johnson Architects LLC, Wilmington DE. Michael’s approach in the development of our plan will be both holistic and inclusive. He will plan to meet with our Boards and other church members to assess the “vision” for the future usage of our spaces in the building.

3. Continued our review of the financial climate and tabled action on restricted fund allocation.

4. Canceled proposed church workday for November 1st.  Another date will be scheduled, however, the trustees will be compiling a list of some items that must be    attended to quickly since the cold weather seems to be upon us already.  This list will be posted on the bulletin board.  If you have some extra time and could complete one or two items on the list, please sign up and when the task is complete, cross it out on the list.

5. Discussed the finance committee proposed budget.

From the committees:

1. The newly purchased exit lights will be installed shortly.

2. Continue discussion with Skip on his tenure in the parsonage

3. Financial review shows we continue to cover expenses without drawing from our investments

4. Nominations for various church openings were discussed.

The Board thanks the congregation for their support.

First Baptist Church at Pedricktown

          ― 2008 Church Officers ―                                     Board of Trustees
Moderator  ………………………………………………………OPEN                             William Ferrell                (08)

Church Clerk………………………………….………Judy Murphy                             Jim Murphy                     (09)

Treasurer…………………………………………………………..  OPEN                            Lisa Rudderow(S)            (09)

Missionary Treasurer………………    Mildred Gaehring                            OPEN             

Financial Secretary………………………… Carol S. Tozour                          John Egan (C)                    (08)

 John Egan(C)                   (08)

Church School Superintendent……………Connie Clark                            Janice Servais(VC)          (10)

                                                                                                           Robert Young                  (08)

 Deacons                                           Board of Mission              Board of Christian Education
Jeff Blithe              (10)               Naomi Trostel (VC)       (09)             Patty Ferrell (S)            (09)

John Jordan(VC)     (09)               Claire Kohler (C)            (09)             Melby Pollock
             (08)

Helen Keating (T)    (10)               Nancy Kohler (W.C.)      (08)             William Keating (C)        (08)

Harry Moore           (09)               Joel Rudderow              (10)             Tina Nipe                       (10)

Loraine Young (S)    (08)               Betty Egan  
                  (08)
  Jaclyn Minquez              (10)
   Naomi Trostel         (08)               JoAnne Taylor
(S)          (09)

Larry Lehr               (08)                
Brian Heintzelman    (10)

Esther Jackson         (09)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.

P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Editor: Michele Wallin			    Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford






































Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come unto thee.


		Psalm 102:1
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