                FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”

October 2008            The First Baptist Church at Pedricktown

        

INSIDE THIS EDITION:

· Craft Day………………………………………7

· God’s Servants………………….………….3

· Mission Fair…………………………………..5

· Officers, Boards & Comm………… 8

· Outreach Announcements….………6
· Pastor’s Message……..… . .….….......1

· Thank You Dinner………………………..6

· Trustee Board Update……………….7

· Worship Committee Update……..4

October Inserts:

Event & Birthday Calendar

World Mission Offering
r
Pastor’s Message

Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field” (Matthew 9:37, 38).

Fall has made its appearance and we are enjoying some spectacular weather. Summer is now history and most of us are back to some sort of schedule after the laid back days of the summer season. It is good and necessary for us to observe times of rest and re-creation in our spiritual lives but it also feels good to get back to a routine. Jesus reminds us that there is always a multitude of opportunities available to perform ministry in His name. If you are looking for ways to serve through First Baptist, here are a few:

Challenge 150 is now in its final quarter of 2008. We have met or are close to meeting most of our goals but there is still time to reach out to others with Christ’s love. You can still pledge to pray, visit the sick or shut-ins, donate food to the hungry, help the homeless through Habitat, or support young mothers through Cornerstone. The next Habitat Work Day is Saturday, October 25th. 

The Outreach Committee has several projects in the works. They need volunteers to hand out water at Pedricktown Day (a very easy task) on Saturday, October 11th. And on Saturday, November 1st they are sponsoring a Thank You Dinner for members of the Oldmans Township Fire Departments and Ambulance Squad. Servants are needed to set up, cook, serve dinner and clean up. This is a great way for us to thank and encourage our community volunteers! Can you help?

Our Youth Group ministry can always use some new volunteers. Are you free on Wednesday evenings to minister to our young people as they learn and grow in their Christian faith? If this sounds exciting to you contact Pastor Marion to see how you can make a difference.

John and Lois Jordan have begun a prayer ministry on the second and fourth Wednesdays at 6:30pm. Do you have time to come together to pray for those in need of God’s love, and for our church to faithfully serve the Lord? This is one of the most important ministries of any church!

An opportunity for giving our financial resources to “send out workers to [God’s] harvest field” comes to us in October as we receive the World Mission Offering. Pray about giving generously and sacrificially to send American Baptist missionaries out around the globe to places we cannot go. Then, come to the Mission Fair on Saturday, October 18th to hear how our mission support is making a difference in people’s lives. 

These are just some of the ministry opportunities available to us this Fall season. As we ask the Lord to send out more workers to his harvest field we wonder who is available, and who can go? Remember these words found in the Book of Isaiah: Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who can go for us?” And [Isaiah] said, “Here am I Lord, send me” (Isaiah 6:8). 
Sincerely in Christ,


GOD’S SERVANTS

Greeters: 

5th & 12th - 
Gail Lemke & Bobbi                                                                       Ottinger
19th -
Marjorie & Thurman Drabold

26th -
Gail Lemke & Bobbi Ottinger

Scheduled Scripture Readers:

October
5th –
 Esther Jackson
12th –
 Janice Servais
19th –
 Harry Moore
26th – 
 Dede Marsango
You will be notified of your scripture reading previous to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
5th -
Jaclyn Minquez
12th - 
Don & Laura Brickner
19th –
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr
26th -
Kelley Piel
Toddler Room:

5th -
Kari & Pat Kille
12th -
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark
19th -
Melinda Taylor & Loraine Young
26th-
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor
Junior Church:

5th – 
Debbie & Erin Schermerhorn
12th -
Janice Servais & Patty Ferrell
19th – Jaclyn Minquez & Pam Golt
26th -
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Worship Committee Update

     The Worship Committee meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Members are:  Brian Heintzelman, Bonnie Heintzelman, Maribeth Glynn, Lisa Rudderow, Christine Cobin and Helen Keating. 

     The children’s Hand Bell Choir is up and running. Children ages 4 to 12 are invited to participate. They performed for church members during a recent Sunday morning service and did a fantastic job! Any child interested in joining should talk with Christine Cobin. The Hand Bell practices will resume on Wednesday evenings at 7 PM in December, to prepare for their December performance.   Practice times for the Junior Choir are on Wednesday evenings at 7 PM. Both the Children’s Choir and Adult Choir began practicing on Sept. 10th.  The Children’s Choir will perform in church on Sept. 28th and the Adult Choir will perform on Oct. 5th. The Adult Choir will be singing selections from the 50-Day Spiritual Adventure suggested music list.  Praise and Worship songs will also be taken from the same source.  Anyone interested in joining either church choir should talk with Maribeth Glynn.  Singers are especially needed for the upcoming holiday season.

          Four eight feet long by four feet wide Worship Banners have been ordered for our church sanctuary.  They will be displayed on either side of the two large stained glass windows.  They will incorporate the following themes:  “By Grace You Have Been Saved”, “That They May Be One”, “Life Begins Here”, and “The Way, The Truth and The Life”.  

     Several church members will be attending a Worship Seminar on Sat., Oct. 25th from 9 AM to 4 PM at the First Baptist Church of Woodstown.  If anyone is interested in attending, please see Maribeth for more information.

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

************

Mission Fair & Covered Dish Dinner
Saturday, October 18th, 5:00 PM

All are cordially invited to attend our 2008 Mission Fair on Saturday, October 18th at 5:00 PM.  A covered dish dinner will begin our evening; place settings, beverage, and dessert will be provided.  Following our dinner and time of fellowship, some of the missionaries we support will present an update on their missions.  A nursery will be provided during the mission presentations.  Please use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to indicate how many will be in attendance.
Plan to join us to hear our missionaries.
OUTREACH UPDATE

OCTOBER  2008

Habitat Work Day #4 – Saturday, October 25

Our fourth Habitat for Humanity work day is scheduled for Saturday, October 25.  Come join our work crew, and, please, don’t worry about what you think you can’t do.  Everyone CAN do something!

Cornerstone Baby Shower – Sunday, October 26

In order to make a substantial donation and bring our total closer to (and hopefully meet) our goal of 150 items, the Outreach Committee is hosting a baby shower for the Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center.  You’ve all seen the baby crib filling up again in the fellowship hall, and we’re so thankful for all of the donated items.  But we’d like to see that crib not just filling, but overflowing.

On Sunday, October 26, we would like you to bring any items from the list posted in the fellowship hall and place it in the crib (or, in the event it’s overflowing, on the floor or table next to it).  And, what’s a baby shower without finger food?  To thank you all for your donations, we will be providing some munchies to go along with the usual doughnuts during our fellowship time between church service and Sunday school on October 26.

PEDRICKTOWN DAY – SATURDAY OCTOBER 11

Our church is giving out free water bottles to everyone attending Pedricktown Day.  If you can donate a case of water bottles, please place them on the designated table in the fellowship hall.  We are also in need of volunteers to hand out the water bottles in two hour shifts – please sign up if you are available.

THANK YOU DINNER – SATURDAY NOVEMBER 1

The dinner to honor volunteer firefighters and ambulance crews has been moved to November 1st.  We are in great need of volunteers to help out in any of the following capacities: set-up, cooking, serving, clean-up and monetary donations.  Please be a part of what we hope will be an uplifting night, not just for the volunteers being honored, but also for those of us lucky enough to give them a well-deserved pat on the back.

*******
Craft Day
Saturday, October 25th 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Please join the ladies of the church on this Saturday to catch up on those craft projects that have been neglected during the summer months.  Get a start on those Christmas projects or just come for a time of fellowship and fun.  
Update from the Trustees
At the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting held on September 23rd, the Board:

1. Reviewed the financial climate that is impacting the U.S. and each individual.

2. Voted to approve the financial investment policy

3. Moved forward with a 5-year capital improvement plan by sending letters to prospective architects for their help in formulating a plan.

4. Established the next church workday for November 1st.

5. Moved to purchase a snow blower for the church

6. Approved the replacement of the portable projector
7. Discussed the need for the finance committee to meet and prepare the new budget for next year.

From the committees:

1. The front door replacement is completed.

2. Continue discussion with Skip on his tenure in the parsonage

3. Financial review shows we continue remaining in the black without drawing from our investments

4. Nominations for Trustees are complete

The Board thanks the congregation for their support.


First Baptist Church at Pedricktown

          ― 2008 Church Officers ―                                     Board of Trustees
Moderator  ………………………………………………………OPEN                             William Ferrell                (08)

Church Clerk………………………………….………Judy Murphy                             Jim Murphy                     (09)

Treasurer…………………………………………………………..  OPEN                            Lisa Rudderow(S)            (09)

Missionary Treasurer………………    Mildred Gaehring                            OPEN             

Financial Secretary………………………… Carol S. Tozour                          John Egan (C)                    (08)

 John Egan(C)                   (08)

Church School Superintendent……………Connie Clark                            Janice Servais(VC)          (10)

                                                                                                           Robert Young                  (08)

 Deacons                                           Board of Mission              Board of Christian Education
Jeff Blithe              (10)               Naomi Trostel (VC)       (09)             Patty Ferrell (S)            (09)

John Jordan(VC)     (09)               Claire Kohler (C)            (09)             Melby Pollock
             (08)

Helen Keating (T)    (10)               Nancy Kohler (W.C.)      (08)             William Keating (C)        (08)

Harry Moore           (09)               Joel Rudderow              (10)             Tina Nipe                       (10)

Loraine Young (S)    (08)               Betty Egan  
                  (08)
  Jaclyn Minquez              (10)
   Naomi Trostel         (08)               JoAnne Taylor
(S)          (09)

Larry Lehr               (08)                
Brian Heintzelman    (10)

Esther Jackson         (09)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.

P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Editor: Michele Wallin			    Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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Father God, help me make every effort to do what leads to peace.





		Romans 14:19
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