                 FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”

February 2009          The First Baptist Church at Pedricktown

        

INSIDE THIS EDITION:

· Attention Crafters……………………..6

· Church Health Survey………………..5

· God’s Servants………………….………….3

· Officers, Boards & Comm………… 8

· Outreach Announcements….………6
· Pastor’s Message……..… . .….….......1

· Trustees Report………………………….7

· White Cross News……………………….4

February Inserts:

Event & Birthday Calendar

Pastor’s Message

In-vest: To commit something in order to gain profit or interest.
When we think of investments we are likely to first think of financial investments. We purchase CDs, stocks, bonds, mutual funds, etc. to secure our financial future. We want to increase our financial resources for a future time when they will be needed. But investments can be made in various areas. We can invest our time in an endeavor or cause that will pay a different kind of dividend for the future. I have always thought it is easier to invest money than time. It seems easier to write a check and be done with it, than to have to find the time to commit to a cause. And today, we have convinced ourselves that we are too busy to commit our time to most things.

Are you willing to commit your time to the future—the future of our church? That is a key question facing us today. Without a significant commitment of time on the part of more church members our church’s future will remain very uncertain. With more and more members becoming unavailable or unwilling to serve in church ministries—our future becomes very uncertain. So, I ask you to consider several investments you can make in the future of First Baptist Church.

Investment #1: We will conduct a Church Health and Faithfulness Survey after worship on Sunday, February 8th led by Rev. Vern Mattson, our ABCNJ Area Minister. The survey is designed to measure our church’s current level of health and faithfulness in key areas of ministry and church life. All you have to do is give your opinion by filling out a form. You don’t have to share out loud, just record your opinions. At a later date we will discuss the survey results and ways we can address our congregational growth areas. If it seems painless and simple—it is! The investment is 60 minutes of your time. If interested, come to the Fellowship Hall on February 8 after worship.

Investment #2: A Church Officers and Leadership Training Event will be held Saturday, March 7th from 9:30am to 3pm in Willingboro, NJ. This event is sponsored by ABCNJ and the American Baptist Foundation. They are making an investment in the life and health of churches like ours, hoping we will make an investment in our own church’s future. Twelve workshops will be offered in the areas of Shepherding and Worship (Deacons, Worship Committee), Property and Finance (Trustees, financial officers), Education (CE Board, teachers), Missional (Mission Board, Outreach Committee). There will also be a presentation on how to streamline church organizational structure through a one board system. Attending this event involves sacrificing a Saturday for the future of our church. If interested, sign up in the church foyer.

Investment involves making a present sacrifice to insure a brighter future. Jesus “invested” in us and our future when He died on a cross. Thank God Jesus was willing to make that commitment for us to secure our eternal future. When we look at it that way, one hour or even a whole Saturday doesn’t seem like much of a sacrifice—does it? Let us all meditate on the question: Is the future of First Baptist Church and her ministry of the gospel a priority in my life? If so, what are we each willing to invest in that future?

Sincerely in Christ,
GOD’S SERVANTS

February Greeters:
Feb 1st & 8th – Erik Biermann
Feb 15th & 22nd – Thurman & Marjorie Drabold
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

February
1st –
Lisa Rudderow
8th –
Helen Keating
15th –
Joel Rudderow
22nd –
Bill Keating
You will be notified of your scripture reading previous to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
1st –
Jaclyn Minquez
8th –
Don & Laura Brickner

15th –
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr

22nd –
Kelley Piel

Toddler Room:

1st –
Kari & Pat Kille
8th –
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark
15th –
OPEN
22nd –
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor
Junior Church:

1st –
Melby Pollock & Bobbie Kenworthy

8th –
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

15th –
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
22nd –
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Notice

Christmas decorations will be removed from the church cemetery anytime after January 31st.  

 Thank You, Cemetery Committee

Attention All Ladies:  You are cordially invited to share a couple of Monday nights to show off your tearing, sewing, and rolling skills.  Yes, once again it is time to work on rolled bandages for our White Cross quota.  On February 2nd and February 16th at 6:30 PM we will gather in the church kitchen to work on these items.  Please bring your scissors and yardsticks.  Plan to be a part of this energetic group to help make the bandages and for lots of fun and fellowship.  See you there!!


Your Input is Needed

When a new year comes it is common for people to take stock of their lives to assess where they are and where they are going. This seems like a good idea for churches too! That’s why the Board of Deacons is asking you to mark Sunday, February 8, 2009 on your calendar. On that Sunday Rev. Vern Mattson, our ABCNJ Area Minister, will join us to preach and conduct a Church Health and Faithfulness Survey during the Sunday School hour. 

Some of you may remember participating in this survey in the spring of 2005. Each person gets to give their assessment of where our church stands in various areas. In the faithfulness index the following areas are assessed: Evangelism, Community Involvement & Ministry, Cross-Cultural Missions, New Church Development, Youth Ministry & Outreach, Reaching Out to the Disabled, and Mission Giving & Stewardship. 

The health index measures our congregation’s Harmony & Friendship, Worship, Discipleship and Disciplines, Relationship with Pastor, Organization & Use of Gifts, Openness to Diversity & Caring, and Hope & Joy. The survey will take about an hour to conduct. Then we will set a date for Rev. Mattson to return and share the survey results with us. We will also talk about some next steps we can take to improve on our growth areas. 

The time for this survey was chosen to draw as many people as possible, which will give a more accurate picture of our congregation’s health and faithfulness. Please plan to participate in this event as we continue to seek God’s guidance in our church’s future direction and ministries. If you have any questions contact Pastor Merrit or one of the Deacons.

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

************

Attention Crafters
Mark February 28th on your calendars for a full day of crafting and creating.  Bring your unfinished products or start a new project with plenty of space to spread out.  

If you have always wanted to do something with all those pictures in boxes now is the time to start a family scrapbook!   It’s lot of fun and will be appreciated by your family as they look through the pages.  

The day begins at 9 AM and runs until 5 PM.  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the foyer.

Trustees Report

At the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting held on January 4 & 27, the Board:

1. Responded to the recommendations of both the Worship Committee, and the Board of Deacons and voted to Hire Brian Heintzelman to fill the vacant position of Assistant Minister of Music effective February 1st. This position carries a monthly salary of $325, which is within our current approved budget for this position.

2. Continuing in its desire to strengthen their oversight of the church finances while insuring transparency, voted to seek an outside accounting firm to conduct the annual audit of all the financial accounts. It is anticipated that the results of the audit will be available for the June meeting.

3. Filled its church committee assignments with Bill on the Cemetery and Nominating committees, and Janice on the Finance committee. For the Trustee committees The Church inside and outside Janice as chair with Kelley and Erik; Parsonage Bill and Don, and Insurance Lisa and Janice. 

The Board thanks the congregation for their support.



- 2009 Church Officers -




Board of Trustees

Moderator…...……………………………………….Joel Rudderow



John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary……………………………..OPEN




Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintedent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)









Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

John Jordan (S)          
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

Betty Egan

(08)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Jo Pedrick

(11)





JoAnne Taylor                 (09)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 
The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.


	                         Proverbs 22:1

















A wise man fears the Lord and shuns evil, but a fool is hotheaded and reckless.		


       Proverbs 14:16
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