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Pastor’s Marion’s Message

Dear members and friends of First Baptist Church at Pedricktown. As I sit here contemplating what to write I cannot help but reflect on the Home Communion visits I have made this month.  By the way, Millie Jenkins, Lillian Ferrell, Eva Bishop, Bertha Gaventa, Anna Rockey, Marian Pedrick and  Lois Nipe have all asked me to say hello and thank you for the prayers, the cards and the craft gift that I was able to deliver to them.  Actually a few residents that I did not personally know also joined us for communion and they also thanked FBC for welcoming them to the table.

As we are celebrating Christmas and New Years, I can’t help but think of beginnings and endings.  With Christmas we have the birth of the Christ child and through Him the promise of eternal life.  With New Years we have the end of one year and the anticipation of the New Year coming.  As I have visited with elderly members throughout the past year I have always been blessed and enriched to see the depth of their faith and love in Jesus.  They have accepted Him as their Personal Savior and now they are ready to come home to Him.  As I have spoken with various ones about this, I sometimes need to remind them that God is not finished with them yet and He still has a mission for them here on earth.  And do you know what? They are always open to whatever He might have for them to do.  So, just as I hope we have learned from what has transpired in the last year, and pray that we will not make the same mistakes and decisions in this New Year coming, I also hope that we as a congregation can learn from those members who have lived a long life with the Lord, and not let these chances pass us by.  We do not know when the Lord might call one of His servants home and if we wait another day, we may miss the chance to fellowship with them.

My message this month is to ask that you make some time to visit with those members who are not able to come to church or get around as they used to be.  I also suggest that some of the members who are in church each week could also use a visit.  Think of those members who have lost loved ones in the past year.  Think of how much a friendly visit from some of us might brighten their holiday season.  More so, realize they may have a message or lesson that is meant just for you and God is only waiting for you to make the visit so He can have His faithful servant give it to you.  I can honestly tell you that if you will but make the time to do this you will be blessed more than you could have realized. If you would like a list of names and addresses of people to visit contact me. 


So as you read this epistle, think about all that God has blessed you with and ask yourself, “How can I give some of this back?”  The next three months, January, February and March are times when we tend to not be as busy.  They are sometimes considered cold and depressing months as we wait for spring to arrive again.  So go out and visit someone and spread a little sunshine and love around, in God’s name.  

In Christian Love,

“Because He Lives”

Pastor Marion
GOD’S SERVANTS

January Greeters:
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

January
4th –
Don Brickner
11th –
Laura Brickner
18th –
Beth Biermann
25th –
Nancy Kohler
You will be notified of your scripture reading previous to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
4th –
Don & Laura Brickner
11th –
Jaclyn Minquez
18th –
Vicki Justice
25th –
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr
Toddler Room:

4th –
Pam & Carly Golt
11th –
Jim & Christine Meginnis
18th –
Larry & Jen Lehr
25th –
Melinda Taylor
Junior Church:

4th –
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

11th –
Janice Servais & Patty Ferrell

18th –
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor

25th – Jaclyn Minquez & Pam Golt

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Youth Group
Youth Group will resume meeting on Wednesday, January 7, 2009 at 5:45 PM.  This will be the Youth Group Christmas Party.  Please don’t forget to bring a friend and come prepared to play, fellowship and party!!
Attention all former Choir members

On January 18th 2009, the church will be having a final celebration for all our Challenge 150 activities. As part of this celebration we would like to invite all former choir members to join us for a special performance during worship. If you have sung with the choir at some time in the past and would like to help us in this one time event, please contact Mary Beth Glynn at 609-221-7888 or Brian Heintzelman at 678-7280. Please come and help us celebrate this special event. 


Your Input is Needed

When a new year comes it is common for people to take stock of their lives to assess where they are and where they are going. This seems like a good idea for churches too! That’s why the Board of Deacons is asking you to mark Sunday, February 8, 2009 on your calendar. On that Sunday Rev. Vern Mattson, our ABCNJ Area Minister, will join us to preach and conduct a Church Health and Faithfulness Survey during the Sunday School hour. 

Some of you may remember participating in this survey in the spring of 2005. Each person gets to give their assessment of where our church stands in various areas. In the faithfulness index the following areas are assessed: Evangelism, Community Involvement & Ministry, Cross-Cultural Missions, New Church Development, Youth Ministry & Outreach, Reaching Out to the Disabled, and Mission Giving & Stewardship. 

The health index measures our congregation’s Harmony & Friendship, Worship, Discipleship and Disciplines, Relationship with Pastor, Organization & Use of Gifts, Openness to Diversity & Caring, and Hope & Joy. The survey will take about an hour to conduct. Then we will set a date for Rev. Mattson to return and share the survey results with us. We will also talk about some next steps we can take to improve on our growth areas. 

The time for this survey was chosen to draw as many people as possible, which will give a more accurate picture of our congregation’s health and faithfulness. Please plan to participate in this event as we continue to seek God’s guidance in our church’s future direction and ministries. If you have any questions contact Pastor Merrit or one of the Deacons.

JANUARY 2009 OUTREACH UPDATE

Our

Unified undertaking

To

Reach

Evangelize

And

Communicate

His love

Challenge 150 may officially be over now that a new year is upon us, but our church’s outreach efforts will never be over.  On January 18th, the outreach committee members will be participating in the church service in order to challenge all of us as a congregation to continue our efforts to bring God’s love and His word to our local community.

One of our plans for the new year is to conduct a community needs survey to better focus our efforts where it will be best received.  Please stay tuned for more information and opportunities to help.

We should be proud of ourselves as a church for all that we did and gave for our Challenge 150 efforts.  But let’s be sure not to let it end there.  We need to constantly be thinking about how to successfully achieve Our Unified undertaking To Reach, Evangelize And Communicate His love!

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

************



- 2009 Church Officers -




Board of Trustees

Moderator…...……………………………………….Joel Rudderow



John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary……………………………..OPEN




Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintedent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)









Lisa Rudderow

(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

John Jordan (VC)
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore

(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

Betty Egan

(08)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)

Esther Jackson

(09)

Jo Pedrick

(11)
Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by the

20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.





		Psalm 103:1
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