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Pastor’s Message

Do you ever fantasize about being the king or queen of the world? You think, “You know, if I ran the world I would do such and such.” If I was king of the world I could change all the things that are wrong and that bother me—and the world would be a better place. Think of it, everyone would have to do what I say and obey me, because obviously, I know best! Such a mindset assumes a level of superiority over others.

In his book, In Search of the Beyond Carlo Carretto writes: “We are not happy because we are unforgiving, and we are unforgiving because we feel superior to others. Mercy is the fruit of the highest degree of love, because love creates equals, and a greater love makes us inferior.”

Jesus is the King of the world. He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. There is no one above Him. Yet, when He came to this world He did not adopt a mindset of superiority over others even though He could have! Paul said about Jesus:

“[Jesus], who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). 

Jesus is superior to all others but He sure didn’t act like it. He made Himself nothing, humbled Himself and died for us on a cross! This doesn’t mean Jesus thought Himself to be worthless. No, Jesus had a very healthy sense of His worth. But He chose to humble Himself and die for us so He could show the depths of God’s mercy and love for us. Jesus stooped to our level (or even below our level) to show the tremendous value God places on us. It’s amazing—isn’t it? The One who could have pulled rank on us chose not to because He loves us so much!

In our sin we are constantly sizing up other people and judging them to be better than us, equal to us, or less than us in value. Jesus never did this. He died for the sins of all people. He extended mercy to all people. He forgives and loves all people. Jesus loves much.

Carlo Caretto continues: “The beatitude of the merciful relates, like all the beatitudes, to the realm of holiness and we have to admit that Jesus set his sights high when he had the courage and confidence to place this lofty ideal before us.”

Christ’s death and resurrection changed the world. It’s only fair to believe they should change the lives of those who claim to follow Jesus—people like you and me. As we draw close to Holy Week it might be good for us to ask ourselves: How will Jesus’ death for me change the way I look at and relate to other people—especially those I may be tempted to see as inferior to me? Can I love all others as much as Jesus loves me? Rather than a king or queen, can I see myself as a humble servant—like Jesus? Let us pray for the Spirit to continue to transform us into the likeness of Christ. Happy Easter!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

April Greeters:
April 5th & 12th – John & Joy Suiters

April 19th & 26th – Nancy Kohler &                       Charlotte Carty
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

5th-
Janice Servais
12th-
Erik Biermann
19th-
Joy Suiters
26th-
Beth Biermann
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
5th-
Jaclyn Minquez
12th-
Don & Laura Brickner
19th-
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr
26th-
Kelley Piel
Toddler Room:

5th-
Kari & Pat Kille
12th-
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark
19th-
OPEN 
26th-
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor
Junior Church:

5th-
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
12th-
Joel & Lisa Rudderow
19th-
Janice Servais & Patty Ferrell
26th-
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Lenten Prayer Vigil

A Lenten Prayer Vigil will be held on Saturday, April 4th, from 6am to 
6pm in the church sanctuary.  This is an appropriate time for us all to 
come together in prayer for the spiritual strengthening of our 
congregation and the service of its people.  It follows the sharing of 
results of our church Health and Fitness Survey, which will tell us 
specifics about our church's needs.  Please join your brothers and 
sisters in Christ in praying for one another and our church.  The 
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.
 

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

In order to keep our Challenge 150 efforts ongoing, please keep the following in mind and pray that our congregation will continue to give joyfully to those in need.


The third Sunday of every month will be Food Pantry Sunday - this month on April 19th.  Please bring donations of canned goods and non-perishable items and we will make sure it gets delivered the following week.

Cornerstone Sundays – there will be three more Sundays (one each in June, September, and December) designated to bring items for donation to Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center in Salem.  Diapers, wipes, new carseats, and other baby items are welcomed.

Stay tuned for new Habitat work days and a new card-making workshop.

Finally, the Outreach Committee is working on setting up a brand new website for the church.  It should be up and running by the beginning of April.  Check it out at www.fbcpedricktown.org.


Attention

Senior’s Luncheon (age 55 and over)

Tuesday, April 7th 
 12:30 PM to 2:00 PM

Oldsman Township School 
RSVP: 299-4240 (by April 3rd)

Join the Logan Volunteer Fire Company

And the Easter Bunny for a Buffett Style Breakfast

39 S Railroad Ave

Pedricktown NJ 08067 

Saturday April 11th from 6am – 10am 

Breakfast Includes: 

~ Pancakes ~ Scrambled eggs ~ Sausage

~ Bacon ~ Milk ~ Orange Juice ~ Coffee

Tickets will cost $7.00 

For tickets Contact any station member 

Or call Jeff Hadlock 856-371-4055

Or email Melissa Hadlock LVFC_309@yahoo .com

Logan Volunteer Fire Company is celebrating their 100th Anniversary August 15th, 2009.  Be sure to save the date

                                                              ***

A letter from the Palmer Theological Seminary
Recently, the Seminary hosted for our students an event we call “Pizza with the Prez.”  We’ve started doing this once a semester in order to give me another opportunity to get to know some of our students a little better.

I find myself wishing that all of our supporters could attend events such as these.  Informal though they are, they confirm for me that Palmer Seminary is not primarily an educational institution, but rather a ministry.  Through their smiles, our students reflect the joy of Christ.  And through their words and actions, they demonstrate a deep-seated commitment to serve others in Christ’s name.

You participate in our ministry through your financial and prayer support.  On behalf of our entire community, I want you to know how grateful I am.  Thank you specifically for your recent gift of $220.00 in support of Palmer Seminary’s Annual Fund.  Be confident that it will help us send out men and women who have been called by God to be ambassadors of joy and agents of healing in a hurting world.

Yours in Christ,

Wallace Charles Smith

Seminary President 
Just a Smile

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend.  The attendant worked quickly, but there were many ahead of him.  Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump.  “Reverend,” said the young man, “I’m so sorry about the delay.  It seems as if everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a long trip.  “The minister chuckled, “I know what you mean.  It’s the same in my business.”
Supplies Needed for VBS
VBS isn’t until June but we would like to start gathering supplies for the crafts planned for that week.  Wanted:

20 round takeout containers measuring 9 ½ inches.  They are used at the Italian Kitchen or Applebees and there will be an example on the bulletin board.

20 New 20oz. round sided water bottles.
If you have any questions about the supplies needed please talk to Marion Crawford or Patty Ferrell.
Amazing Grace 
33 Main Street

Mullica Hill, NJ
Hosts

Kid’s Day

12 noon to 2 pm

Free Kids’ Activities, crafts, games, balloon creations and more!!!  Special appearance by Shobo Da Clown.  For more information Call 478-9800.

- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

John Jordan (S)          
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango
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Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you will be like him yourself.





		Proverbs 26:4
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