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Pastor’s Message

For me Lent is one of those seasons which remind me of what it really means to be a follower of Jesus. There is a cost involved and many of us try to bargain with Jesus in an attempt to reduce that cost. Luke 9:57-62 talks about the cost. Jesus asks several people to follow Him and they each have what they believe to be good reasons for postponing their decision to follow. Finally Jesus replies, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God” (9:62).

Time and time again in the Gospels Jesus is uncompromising regarding the demands of discipleship. There are no discipleship plans to choose from which offer varying levels of commitment and cost. There is no “discipleship lite” version of following Jesus where the demands are watered down for those who have trouble with full commitment. In essence Jesus says to us, “You are either in, or you are out.” There comes a time when we must choose to either follow Jesus or stand on the sidelines and watch Him pass by.

In March we will receive the America For Christ Offering—one of four special mission offerings during the year. This year’s theme is: Serve, Sacrifice, Surrender. It’s an appropriate theme for Lent, don’t you think? Those three words capture perfectly the life and ministry of Jesus. He served God and those in need, He sacrificed His life for the sake of others, and He totally surrendered His will to the will of God. 

The words serve, sacrifice and surrender capture perfectly the cost of following Jesus. After all, to follow means to emulate and obey. Lent is a time for us to reflect on Jesus’ life of service, sacrifice and surrender. It is also a time when we should reflect on our own lives as His followers. Ed Koch, a past mayor of New York used to stroll the streets of the city and ask citizens, “How am I doing?” That’s a bold question to ask because New Yorkers give honest answers!

During Lent maybe we should spend some time in prayer asking Jesus the question, “Lord, how am I doing as your follower? How am I doing in the areas of service, sacrifice and surrender?” As we ask Jesus to evaluate us as followers here are some specific prayers to consider:

· Lord, how can I best serve you in the ministry of your church?
· Lord, how can I offer you a sacrificial gift? (perhaps a sacrificial, not a comfortable gift, to the America For Christ Offering)

· Lord, are there places in my life where I am not fully surrendering to your will? Show me where they are, Lord, and help me to trust you.

I invite you to join me in this spiritual exercise for Lent. The cost of following Jesus is high, but the rewards are great and we get to share them with others! The other wonderful thing about Lent is that we know how the journey ends—in victory on Easter morning. So let’s begin this Lenten journey with great hope that Jesus will help us become His faithful servants and partners in ministry.

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

March Greeters:
Mildred & David Gaehring
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

March
1st -
Esther Jackson
8th -
Aaron Keating

15th -
Harry Moore
22nd -
Connie Clark

29th -
Bill Clark

You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
1st -
Don & Laura Brickner
8th -
Jaclyn Minquez

15th -
Vicki Justice

22nd -
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr

29th -
Christine Cobin

Toddler Room:

1st -
Pam & Carly Golt
8th -
Jim & Christine Meginnis

15th -
Larry & Jen Lehr

22nd -
Melinda Taylor

29th -
Bonnie & Brian Heintzelman

Junior Church:

1st -
Janice Servais & Patty Ferrell
8th -
Joanne Taylor & Liz Taylor

15th -
Jaclyn Minquez & Pam Golt 

22nd -
Melby Pollock & Bobbie  Kenworthy

29th -
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Pedricktown Day Committee

Chili Tasting & Cook Off 

Chinese Auction & Bake Sale

Sat., Mar 21, 2009: 4 PM — 7 PM

Eat-In Only—First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall

$8.00 for Adults, $5.00 for Children (4-8 yrs.)—Under 3: Free

At Door: $10.00 Adults, $5.00 Children

Includes: Chili, Cornbread, Tossed Salad, Drink
Dessert & Additional Chili will be Available – Extra Charge
 

Advance tickets available from any member of the Pedricktown Day Committee or call:  299-2133
 

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

A Thank You From
Heifer International 

Dear Friends:

Thank you for giving so generously to Heifer International.  Every gift you give helps create permanent solutions to poverty and hunger for children and families all around the world.

And your gift keeps on giving.  The families you have helped share their blessing by passing-on an animal, born on their farm, to another family in need.  This Heifer cornerstone principle, called “Passing on the Gift,” helps to provide a sustainable source of food, income and opportunity to more and more families, and also builds bonds of peace and friendship.

It is your kindness, generosity and compassion that makes the Heifer program such a success.  Thank You!
Trans World Radio
TWR Around the World

· Project Hannah is bringing hope and wisdom to women in over 45 languages.

· Children’s programming is being aired worldwide over radio and the Internet.

· Pastors and lay leaders are learning how to teach and counsel their churches through TWR’s programs and on-the-ground seminars.

· Lives are being saved from HIV/AIDS through awareness and counseling programs, as well as public rallies.
Letter from TWR Listener:
Dear Trans World Radio,

“I am a farmer raising livestock.  I always keep my radio with me, even when I am in the field.   Usually I listen to the local news, but these days there is one station drawing my attention.  It talks about man and God.  It is different and interests me, but my understanding has not yet grown.  I would love to have someone explain the details to me and answer my questions.  Please try to reach me where I am.:

- A Listener in Africa

Health & Faithfulness Survey
Thanks to everyone who participated in the survey. Rev. Vern Mattson will return on Sunday, March 15th to share the results with us following worship.
***

Just a Smile

Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in the world.  There are those who wake up in the morning and say, “Good morning Lord,” and there are those who wake up in the morning and say, “Good Lord, it’s morning.
Family Caregiver Training

Merion Gardens Assisted Living

315 Merion Ave., Carneys Point, NJ 08069

This 4 week series is designed to help caregivers and family members of individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders cope with the everyday and long-term care needs of their impaired relative.

Dates:

Tues., March 10  -  Medical Overview of Dementia

Tues., March 17 -  Daily Care Issues

Tues., March 24  - Enhancing Communication & Managing Behaviors

Tues., March 31 – Legal & Financial Issues

Time:

9:00 AM to 10:30 AM (Registration begins at 9:00 AM)

Event is free and you must pre-register by calling 299-0300.


- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintedent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

John Jordan (S)          
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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Praise the Lord, Oh my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.


		Psalm 103:1
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