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Pastor’s Message

The envisioning process of discovering God’s future for First Baptist Church continues. I want to thank everyone who completed a Readiness for Change Inventory on April 18th. In all, 52 inventories were completed and delivered to our consultant, Chuck Jensen, two days later. Hopefully the inventory gave you some specific things to think and pray about as we move forward in the process and assess our readiness to embrace change as a congregation. It will be interesting to hear the results in the coming weeks. Chuck will review those results along with the results of an inventory completed by five other pastors who know me well. They answered questions regarding my readiness to lead change as a pastor.

As part of the process Chuck suggested I read the book The Servant’s Guide to Leadership by Richard Rardin. I found this to be an excellent book that inspired and challenged me to try and become a more effective leader for the Lord. It is based on biblical principles of leadership and explores the leader’s motives, manner of relating to others and methods of leadership. 

The book’s author started Servant Shepherd Ministries to promote biblical leadership practices in churches, mission agencies and other parachurch organizations. One of the resources they offer is the Servant Shepherd Leadership Indicator (SSLI) which I have decided to utilize. The SSLI offers me and others the opportunity to evaluate my biblical leadership practices to determine my strengths and areas for growth. I have asked 12 members of our church and Michele Wallin, our secretary, to join me in completing the SSLI. Their feedback will be vital in helping me to become a more effective leader. The SSLI is due to be completed by May 6 and the results will be forwarded to Chuck Jensen. If you want to read more on the SSLI visit their website at www.servantshepherd.com.

The next step in the envisioning process will be the formation of our Transition Team by our Church Moderator, John Jordan. The team consists of 5-7 church members who will, according to Chuck’s proposal, “work with both Drs. Jensen and Marsango to guide the process and interpret it to the other members of the congregation.” The team will meet regularly with Chuck and communicate with the congregation to share information and decisions to be made by the church membership. The selection of this team is extremely important to the process so please be in prayer about it. I believe that by late May or early June Chuck will begin meeting with the Transition Team to share the results of the various assessment tools which have been completed. Then the team will share that information with the congregation. 

Finally, related to our envisioning process, I will be attending a national American Baptist pastors renewal conference May 24-27 titled, “Fanning the Flame.” I have chosen one of four study tracks, “Disciplemaking in the Local Church,” which I feel is very timely given where we are as a congregation. God always provides what is needed at precisely the right time!

So, the envisioning process is under way. Much has been happening behind the scenes that will soon be revealed. I am excited to discover where God wishes to take us for the benefit of His kingdom—and I hope you are excited too! Let’s be in constant prayer asking the Lord to prepare our eyes, ears and hearts to hear and embrace His will for First Baptist Church! 

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit
GOD’S SERVANTS

June Greeters:   
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

June
6th –

13th –

20th –

27th –

You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
6th -
Don & Laura Brickner
13th -
Jaclyn & Gary Minguez

20th -
Theresa Smith

27th -
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr
Junior Church:
6th -
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor
13th -
Jaclyn Minguez & Laura Brickner

20th -
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
27th -
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.


*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****
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Compassionate Haiku”

While haiku, a Japanese genre of poetry with a rhythm of five-seven-five, is usually about nature or some sort of seasonal reference, the Middler’s Sunday School Class took a bit of a different approach.  Putting their thoughts into verse, the students increased their understanding of Jesus’ compassion and God’s unconditional love for all His children.  Their haiku turned out so well—we just had to share it with the whole congregation! 

Compassionate love
Follow Jesus’ example
Be sympathetic
(Written as a class)

Live in harmony
Showing Jesus’ compassion
Love one another 
(Isabel Biermann)

Compassion is cool
Jesus is compassionate
He is kind to us
(Cameron Boucher)

Humble Bretheren
Please the glorious Jesus
You will be caring
(Sarah Piel)

Be kind to God please
Being compassionate and
Humble to our God
(Jacelyn Rudderow) 

A Note from Eastern University

Dear Friends;

Thank you for your congregation’s gift of $85.00 to the Eastern Fund.

Opportunity is missed by most people, because it comes dressed in overalls and looks like work.  So said Thomas A. Edison, one of the most famous and prolific inventors of all time.  Edison didn’t know about Eastern.  But his son, Charles Edison, who served as Acting Secretary of the Navy and was elected governor of New Jersey, saw something special in this school.  He supported Eastern financially until his death in 1969.  A trust he created has made gifts to Eastern periodically over the years since.  

The connection?  You’re in good company.  Your church family has seen something worth investing in at Eastern University, and we’re pleased that like Mr. Edison, your congregation is advancing the education of our students.  Eastern students and graduates, serve in the sciences, arts, humanities and other disciplines here at home and overseas.

Your gift combined with others, including Governor Edison’s, is helping to sustain what happens here for our students and all those they will touch for the rest of their lives.  On their behalf, thank you.  

Sincerely,

Carol Peterson

Coordinator of Church & Internal Relations, Easter University
Note from the Mayols
We just moved and have a new place for the seminary. We started theology courses with 21 students and today we registered 14 students in our alternative education program to facilitate youth and adults to complete their school degrees. We are happy!

 

And we give you and the church thanks for your monthly support, prayers and motivation. Thanks!

 

Prayer requests:

1. We need more volunteers for the students 

2. Mariano and Jose (on-going water project) will give their first workshop on water filters and a Bible study on Jesus as Living Water—pray for them! 

Blessings,

Ricardo and Doris Mayol, Mexico
Blue Moon Sundays

It took me years of living before I really knew what the phrase “Once in a blue moon...” actually meant and was based upon.  I had to study a bit of astronomy to recognize that sometimes a month has two full moons in it, not just one.  It's a fun fact that proves a lunar calendar would make tremendous sense in many ways.


Recently a new idea was pulled from the pages of Guideposts magazine by one of our wonderful Outreach Committee members.  She read about a church that recognizes and celebrates those months during the year when there is a 5th Sunday in the month.  The whole congregation uses the Sunday afternoon to do something  together that builds fellowship and congregational community. They may plan a whole-church activity for fun and a chance to know one another better.  Other times they may reach out to the greater community around them with a project that benefits others.  Activities like going to ball games, holding backyard progressive suppers, singing and visiting at local nursing homes, putting on a luncheon for the local EMTs are all examples of the types of Blue Moon Sunday happenings.  The possibilities are endless!


The Outreach Committee and our deacons would love to give Blue Moon Sundays a try.  2010 has three months...May,  August, and November...that hold a 5th Sunday.  We are kicking off this new idea on May 30th with a trip to Longwood Gardens.  The plans are to bring a bag lunch to eat following Sunday School.  Outreach will provide beverages.  Then we will drive (carpooling allowed) to Longwood Gardens, spend a lovely afternoon in a beautiful setting, then return to our homes whenever we are ready.

Group rates and Senior discounts are available if we have more than 15 in our group.  Watch for fliers in the weekly church bulletins and then place your name on the sign-up sheet on the hall bulletin board.  We hope this will become a NEW tradition for FBC.

Esther Jackson


· 2010 Church Officers -

    Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann(VC)
(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(12)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais                 (10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(12)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe(S)

 (10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(12)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(12)

Esther Jackson(C)
 (12)

Claire Kohler(C)

(12)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)
Helen Keating (T)
 (10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Lois Jordan
              (11)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann(VC)
 (10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(12)
Beth Biermann

(11)





Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fbcpedricktown.org" ��www.fbcpedricktown.org�            Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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