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Pastor’s Message

We all want to make a difference with our lives. We hope to be a positive influence on someone else’s life so the world might be a better place because we were here. But sometimes we wonder if we are making any difference at all. Sometimes it seems as if life goes on one day to the next and not much seems to change. We relate to our families, coworkers and neighbors but life goes on as it did yesterday. We wonder if our life is serving any important purpose for God.

I was at a ministers’ council retreat recently and I was feeling kind of blah about my ministry. We were sharing stories about how God called us to serve as ministers and about what was happening in our current ministries. I looked around at pastors I have known for years and I thought about how effective they have been and some of their impressive accomplishments in ministry. I immediately started to do something that never has positive results—I began comparing myself to them. And as expected, I felt inferior: their faith is stronger than mine, their ministries have been more effective than mine, and so on. My negative thoughts began to cancel out the positive effects of going on retreat—to be refreshed, inspired and renewed for ministry.

Later in the day God gave me an unexpected gift. In a small group discussion two colleagues shared how I had been a mentor and a source of encouragement to them in their ministries. I listened to what they said, realizing they had shared these things with me before—but I had forgotten them. God was reminding me of several important lessons of following Him.

1. If we are faithful the Lord will use our lives to bless others. God uses everyday people like us to change lives and bring His kingdom to fullness. Survey the Bible and you find ordinary people who served God and changed the world in the process. We often see them as superheroes but they were just like us. If you are faithful God will use you to carry out His will. Count on it!

2. We should not compare our lives with those of other Christians—God can do great things through us all. Our society is obsessed with deciding who is the best, brightest, best looking and most successful. Competition is not God’s way. God has created us with different gifts, personalities and abilities and given us different life experiences for a reason. Because we’re different we can each serve God in different settings and reach different people to bring them to Christ. If we were all the same we would not be as effective. So celebrate the person God created you to be and use your unique gifts and abilities for God’s glory!

3. We need to seek out the people who have been a blessing to us—and tell them! We all need encouragement! As I was blessed and encouraged by hearing how I had helped others it reminded me to thank those who have made a difference in my life. I know who they are—people who have helped me become the Christian I am today. Now they need to know what a blessing they have been to me!

Finally, we should all pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal to us people who need our support and encouragement today. Surely there are people around us who need someone to help them on their way to becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ. If we reach out they will one day name us as someone who had a profound impact on their Christian growth and service to the Lord!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

May Greeters:
3rd & 10th – Jim & Judy Murphy
17th – Thurman & Marjorie Drabold

24th & 31st – William & Patricia Ferrell

Scheduled Scripture Readers:

3rd-
Dede Marsango
10th-
Charlotte Carty
17th-
Kelley Piel
24th-
Jason Rodowicz
31st-
OPEN
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery:
3rd-
Don & Laura Brickner
10th-
Jaclyn Minquez

17th-
Vicki Justice

24th-
Sharon Stout & Samm Lehr

31st-
Christine Cobin

Toddler Room:

3rd-
Pam & Carly Golt
10th-
Jim & Christine Meginnis

17th-
Larry & Jen Lehr

24th-
Melinda Taylor

31st-
Bonnie & Brian Heintzelman

Junior Church:

3rd-
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell
10th-
Melby Pollock & Bobbie Kenworthy

17th-
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

24th-
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry

31st-
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

T H A N K   Y O U  

 V O L U N T E E R S !

Visit the Home & Builders Outlet…run by

Habitat for Humanity of Salem County, Inc.

416 S. Pennsville-Auburn Rd.
Penns Grove, NJ

What do they have for sale?  Everything from appliances & furniture to building supplies

When are they open?  Saturday 8 AM to 2 PM & Friday 2 to 5 PM.

They are also seeking donations!  They accept donations of items in good condition and they pick up!!  Call 299-0031 for more information!!

Cornerstone 
Women’s Resource Center

Dear Friends at Pedricktown Baptist;

This ministry – simply put – is about changing hearts.

It’s an easy thing for those of us who are here every day to get caught up in numbers (How many people did we see? How many babies have been born? How many pregnancy tests did we run?).

While the numbers trap is an easy one to fall into, Jesus never fell into its grasp.  He chose twelve, poured His heart into each one, and the world was turned upside down.

Here at Cornerstone Women’s Resource Centers, we do the same thing.  Every client who comes in our door is another opportunity to touch a heart with the love of Jesus Christ.  And quietly, lives are changed.

Thank you for being a part of this ministry.  Because of you, a small part of the world – right here in South Jersey – is being changed.

Sincerely,

Sue Smith
PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****


OUTREACH UPDATE 

MAY 2009

In an effort to reach more of our immediate community members by providing the help and support they may need, the outreach committee is planning on conducting a “community needs survey”.  We will need several volunteers interested in having a mini-training session before going to businesses in town such as the post office and the bank to poll residents.  We will be trying to find out what the residents feel the biggest needs are in Oldman’s Township.  We want to make our best effort as a congregation to fill at least some of those needs.  Please contact Pastor Merrit or sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested in helping us out with this important information gathering task.

In other news, we have updated and redesigned the church website.  We were aiming for a more clean, streamlined and easy to navigate site.  Please check it out at www.fbcpedricktown.org.

Information from the Board of Trustees:

Many of you have noticed that there have been a number of projects going on within the church during the last month and the Board wishes to update the congregation about the projects.

Over the last few years we have been dealing with an infestation of termites, and while we have eliminated the problem there has been some damage in a few areas. The floor in the overflow room, near the front entrance was replaced. The supporting timbers were also replaced. While doing this project an electrical wire was cut and therefore the electrical repairs were made to the Angel’s classroom. There was also some minor damage to the men’s bathroom in the catacombs, which David Gaehring repaired. 

The Angel’s classroom has some additional termite damage around the windows. There are also some other holes in the ceiling, walls and pillars that are in need of repair. Our contractor will be starting this work the week of April 27th, and should complete these repairs, within the next two weeks. Once these are completed, the walls and ceilings will be painted. I believe the last time the room was painted was in 1973, when the class was just formed.

There was some minor water damage, to the toddler’s room, from the pipe breaking in the upstairs bathroom. While we are working on the Angel’s room, this damage will also be repaired.

Our sound system is in need of renovations, and the Trustees have accepted the recommendations of the Worship Committee and the Board of Deacons, and have allocated funds from our Memorial account to cover the entire cost of these renovations. The renovations should be completed by the end of this May.

Some of our EXIT signs did not conform to current regulations, and the power consumed by them was high. Therefore we replaced all EXIT signs and emergency lighting with high efficiency signs and lighting.

While we pointed out Dave, we would be remiss if we didn’t also thank Jim Murphy, Russ and Thurman Drabold and Bruce Lindle for their help. The Board will continue to strive to be good stewards of our Lord’s resources at First Baptist Church. If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions please contact one of us.

John Egan

Chair

Just a Smile

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish carriage.  The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of humor, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign…”Energy efficient vehicle:  Runs on oats and grass Caution:  Do not step in exhaust.”


- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

John Jordan (S)          
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Editor: Michele Wallin			    Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever.


		               Psalm 125:1
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