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  FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

   
My Sunday School class is studying the gifts of the Holy Spirit and we recently looked at the gift of exhortation which is defined as the supernatural ability to encourage, comfort, challenge or rebuke others toward right action in such a way that they respond and act. Exhortation is sort of a dual aspect gift. On one hand it is wonderful to receive encouragement and comfort from another Christian. We all go through difficult times when we need another brother or sister to lift us up and give us the inspiring and kind words we need to go on with our lives in hope. 

The other side of exhortation is challenge and rebuke. Most of us are much less receptive of words of challenge and rebuke from another Christian, even if the action is outlined in Scripture and led by the Holy Spirit. I welcome your encouragement and comfort but keep your challenges and rebukes to yourself, thank you very much! Yet a well-timed challenge or rebuke can literally save our life and get us back on the path of righteousness. 

Consider King David in 2 Samuel 12. He had committed adultery with Bathsheba and conspired to murder her husband, Uriah. David was able to rationalize his sin and carry on with life as usual. “But the thing David had done displeased the Lord” (2 Sam. 11:27). So the Lord sent Nathan who had the gift of exhortation to save David’s life. Nathan confronted and rebuked him regarding his sin and the result was David’s repentance: “I have sinned against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12:13). Even though David faced the consequences of his sin he was forgiven by God and he went on to do great things for the Lord because he was restored to a right relationship with Him. In this case exhortation was an act of love by God for one of His wayward children. Thankfully, David heard Nathan and acted on his challenge to repent. Can you imagine how we would view David today if he had ignored Nathan’s exhortation?

Our culture has lost the value of exhortation. I wonder if John Edwards or Tiger Woods now look back and wish someone with the gift of exhortation had approached them when they first began to go astray. How much pain and heartache could have been avoided had someone had the courage to challenge or rebuke 
them early on? Even in the church the tougher side of exhortation is not practiced very much. We have too often adopted the culture’s philosophy of live and let live and made an unspoken pact with one another: I won’t challenge you if you don’t challenge me!

This is an appropriate topic for consideration since Lent is a time for self-examination as we desire to repent of our sins and strive to become more like Jesus. Here’s something to think about: Do you have any Christian friends who have your permission to exhort you if they see you starting to go astray? Have you made yourself that vulnerable to anyone? Have you allowed anyone to love you that much to desire the very best for your life and the lives of those around you? When led by the Holy Spirit exhortation can save a person from spiritual ruin and can save a congregation from disintegrating into a state of moral relativism. May the Lord help us to see that exhortation is a necessary, loving act between brothers and sisters in Christ.   
Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit
GOD’S SERVANTS

March Greeters:   
Mildred & David Gaehring
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

March
7th –
John Egan
14th –
Don Brickner
21st –
Nancy Kohler
28th –
Charlotte Carty
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.


Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
7th –
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor
14th –
Don & Laura Brickner
21st –
Jaclyn & Gary Minguez 
28th –
Theresa Smith
Junior Church:
7th –
Jaclyn Minguez & Laura Brickner
14th –
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
21st –
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating
28th -
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell 
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

Lenten Prayer Vigil
Saturday, March 27th 

6 AM to 6 PM

It is hoped that you will join the Church family in a deliberate time of prayer for our congregation and its ministry in Salem County and beyond.  Please commit to a 30 minute prayer period on the sign-up sheet in the foyer.  Come to the sanctuary and enter into prayer.  A Prayer Needs list will be available.

*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****
PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123)
Empty Your Pockets!!

Our youth group is answering a challenge from National Ministries of American Baptist Churches-USA. The Penny Project is an effort to raise 14 million pennies from American Baptists across the country to assist the 14 million children who live in poverty in the US. As of early December 2009 more than one million pennies have been collected around the nation. This project is a great way for our youth to do mission work by helping to meet the needs of the poor. So let’s support them in their project! 

One Liners

Be ye fishers of men. You catch ‘em – He’ll clean ‘em.
****

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.

****

The will of God never takes you to where the Grace of God will not protect you.

Summer Mission Trip
The Oaklyn (NJ) Baptist Church is sponsoring a mission trip to Alderson, WV from July 24-31 to do home repairs for needy residents. The cost is approximately $245 per person. This event is open to people of all skill levels who are in high school or older. If you are interested in attending sign the list on the bulletin board. Pastor Merrit will share more details as he receives them
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

· SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH –

CROP HUNGER WALK

We, as a congregation, will be participating in the 2010 CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, April 18th in Woodstown.  CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty.  The walk is sponsored by Church World Service and locally organized by the First Baptist Church in Woodstown.  We will be raising money in the weeks prior to the walk and the participating in the walk itself at 2pm on April 18th.

If you are interested in pledging money and/or walking with us, please see Beth Biermann.  There will be more information to come, including a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board

Riverview Estates Events
303 Bank Avenue
Riverton, NJ

March 1, 2010 – 5 – 9 PM
Help Riverview Estates raise money to repair their leaking roof by eating out!  La Posata Ristorante has offered to support Riverview by donating 20% of their sales on this date.  Just call the restaurant at 596-6885 and make reservations and let them know you are with Riverview Estates.  La Posata is located at 892 North Rt. 73, Greentree Square, Marlton, NJ.

March 6, 2010 – 1:30 PM

Founder’s Day is a celebration of Worship in order to express our appreciation to God for His guidance and the blessing Riverview Estates has been in the lives of over 850 residents since opening in 1954.  This year’s guest speaker will be Rev. Dr. Lee Spritzer, Regional Pastor for the American Baptist churches of New Jersey.  All are welcome to attend.  A free will offering will be taken for our “Raising the Roof Project”. Following the ceremony will be the Annual Ice Cream Social, Sundaes and Root Beer Floats.


- 2010 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann(VC)
(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(12)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais                 (10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(12)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe(S)

 (10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(12)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(12)

Esther Jackson(C)
 (12)

Claire Kohler(C)

(12)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)
Helen Keating (T)
 (10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Lois Jordan
              (12)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann(VC)
 (10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(12)
Beth Biermann

(11)





Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise Him.


	                  Psalm 33:1




















Praise God in his sanctuary; praise Him in his mighty heavens.





		Psalm 150:1
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