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Pastor’s Message

Dede and I have found the process of selling a home very interesting. You get your house all spiffed up and decide on a sale price based on the current market. Then prospective buyers make offers which are almost always less than you desire. So the negotiation process becomes this dance of going back and forth. They make an offer and you make a counter offer. They make another offer and you make another counter offer, until hopefully, both parties meet in the middle and sign a contract.

Our relationship with God is a similar process. In his book I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes, Glenn Clark says God does more than meet us in the middle. God goes all the way with us. Clark writes, “Over and over again [God] gives us far more than we have any right to ask. We call this His grace …” Clark goes on to say that God then gives us chances to go all the way with Him. God did this with Job and Abraham—asking them to be prepared to sacrifice all they had to be faithful and obedient to God, and bring glory to His name.

The Roman Catholic monk Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471) was another who went all the way with God. This is his profession of faith:

“O Lord, thou knowest what is the better way; let this or that be done as thou shalt please. Give what thou wilt, and how much thou wilt, and when thou wilt. Deal with me as thou knowest, and best pleaseth thee, and is most for thy honor. Set me where thou wilt, and deal with me in all things as thou wilt. I am in thy hand; turn me round and turn me back again, even as a wheel. Behold I am thy servant, prepared for all things; for I desire not to live unto myself, but unto thee; and oh that I could do it worthy and perfectly!”

I am humbled by Thomas’ total surrender to God. He holds nothing back from God, makes no conditions of service and does not negotiate. He assumes God always knows best and he is prepared to go all the way with God. Sadly, I am not there yet! I think many of us hope to negotiate with God and get Him to concede to at least some of our demands and desires. We expect God to at least meet us somewhere in the middle. We expect to strike deals with God so many of our desires will be met. We want to dance with God. “I’ll do this for you, God, if you do that for me. I’ll surrender this, if you give me that.” 

We draw lines in the sand to indicate our limits in serving God. We think that crossing the line will somehow diminish the quality of our life. When in reality what can yield a more meaningful life than total surrender and devotion to God? I think the answer lies in this question: Why would God give us the opportunity to go all the way with Him? Would it be for blessing, or for punishment? Thomas a Kempis knew the answer!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

July Greeters:
5th  & 12th -
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor

19th & 26th – Patricia Ryan & Charlotte Carty
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

5th -
Esther Jackson
12th -
JoAnne Taylor

19th -
Lisa Rudderow

26th -
Joel Rudderow

You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
5th -
Don & Laura Brickner

12th -
Jaclyn & Gary Minquez

19th -
Theresa Smith & Kelley Piel

26th -
Sharon Stout & Samantha Lehr

Junior Church:

5th -
Melby Pollock & Bobbi Kenworthy

12th -
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

19th -
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

26th -
JoAnne Taylor & Liz Taylor

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

We Congratulate

 Our Graduates
Erin Schermerhorn- Pennsville Middle School
Samantha Lehr- Penns Grove High School
Angelika Murray- Penns Grove High School
Jason Rodowicz- Salesianum High School
Lisa Lindle- Messiah College
 

Visit the Home & Builders Outlet…run by

Habitat for Humanity of Salem County, Inc.

416 S. Pennsville-Auburn Rd.
Penns Grove, NJ

What do they have for sale?  Everything from appliances & furniture to building supplies

When are they open?  Saturday 8 AM to 2 PM & Friday 2 to 5 PM.

They are also seeking donations!  They accept donations of items in good condition and they pick up!!  Call 299-0031 for more information!!

Sunday School Snippets

This month we begin a different summer program that is so much fun.  We will be following a schedule much like the one used during Vacation Bible School with music, opening exercises, Bible Story and crafts one week with games the next.  As many weeks as possible we will be outside on the lawn!  We will combine all the kids classes with the games and crafts a little different for the different ages.  Anyone who has a desire to come and join us please come on out, the material works for kids from toddlers to teens.  Helpers are always needed and we will all be having so much fun.
I am prayfully thinking about our fall/winter program (don’t tell the kids summer will go by quickly).  A teacher and a helper for each class will be a must for the fall.  In light of the national news and at the suggestion of every workshop and educational expert to have two adults in each setting will be so much safer for everyone.  It will also give an opportunity for someone to help who does not necessarily want to be a lead teacher.  The following classes are planned for the fall:
Toddler
   age 2-4

Pre-school
   age 4-6

Primary
   age 6-8

Middler
   age 8-10

Older Kids
   age 10 and over

We will be having a workshop for ANYONE interested in teaching, helping or substituting and for ANYONE who thinks they may want to try working with the kids or teachers but are not so sure yet.  More news on the workshop next month (it will be listed in the bulletin also).  If you have never worked with the kids let me encourage you to join us for a blessing beyond your imagination and if you have done this in the past let me encourage you to join a team that is so much fun and so important.  If you have any questions or thoughts come find me (I’ll be the one on the lawn in the funny hat) or speak to any member of the CE board.  
Connie Clark

Sunday School Superintendent

Phone:  678-6586
Email:   tenore@snip.net

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

Just a Smile

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about.  The daughter answered, “Don’t be scared, you’ll get your quilt.”  Needless to the say, the Mom was perplexed.  Later in the day, the Pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom asked him what that morning’s Sunday school lesson was about.  He said, “Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming.”

Notes from the Trustees 
At the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting held on June 23, the Board continued its discussion regarding the church finances. As presented at the last Church Business meeting we continue to run deficits. For the first half of 2009, our operating expenses have exceeded our income by close to $9,000. By using our savings account the Trustees have made up for this shortfall. We will continue to monitor the situation, and will advise the Finance Committee with regards to next years budget. 

The Board thanks the congregation for their support.

Thank God for A Friend

Thank God for you, good friend of mine,

Seldom is friendship such as thine;

How very much I wish to be

As helpful as you’ve been to me.

When I recall from time to time 

How you inspired this heart of mine,

I find myself inclined to pray,

“God bless my friend this very day.”

Some day I hope with you to stand

Before the throne of God’s right hand,

And say to you at journey’s end,

“You’ve been to me a faithful friend.”

Author Unknown


- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)
Jaclyn Minquez

(10)






Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvelous works.





I will be glad and rejoice in thee; I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most high..


		         Psalm 9: 1-2
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