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  FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of us Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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ABCNJ News
Pastor’s Message

Well, summer 2010 has finally arrived. Quite often summer is a “down” time at church. We go off on vacation and use the summer months to connect more with family and friends—which is a good thing. Dede and I are looking forward to a Marsango Family reunion on June 26th. As we consider different activities this summer let’s remember the importance of worshipping together on a regular basis. Worshipping the Lord with our brothers and sisters in Christ should always remain a top priority for us. At the recent conference I attended it was revealed that American Christians attend church an average of 1.6 times per month. This should give us all pause to prayerfully consider the things that sometimes keep us from attending worship regularly (Hebrews 10:25).

Speaking of this summer, here are some things that are happening at First Baptist. By the time you read this I will have already met with Chuck Jensen (June 24) to review the assessment materials for our envisioning process. We will spend at least two hours reviewing the various surveys and drawing some conclusions from them. Then the results will be shared with the Transition Team, and finally the congregation.

The Transition Team has 3 members at this point, with several more to be added very soon. Please pray faithfully for the persons God is calling to say, “Yes!” when asked to be on the team. And while you are at it, pray for God to reveal what your role will be in the transformation process when He begins to mold and reshape First Baptist Church for ministry in the future. How is God planning to use you and your spiritual gifts in ministry?

This summer brings a change of leadership for our youth programs. After 20 years of youth ministry Pastor Marion is stepping down from her leadership role with our youth. Marion began assisting our pastoral interns with the youth groups around 1990 and has served faithfully to help shape the spiritual lives of many young people. Now it is time for fresh leadership and we are seeking God’s guidance for the future of our youth programs. I ask you to pray for this vital ministry of our church and thank Marion personally when you have the opportunity. She will continue with her other duties as Associate Pastor.

This summer will provide two major opportunities for ministry by our congregation. Vacation Bible School runs from July 12-16 from 6-8:30pm. Children from grades 1-8 are welcome to attend the Son Quest Rainforest and follow Jesus on a life-changing adventure! Please invite children you know who could benefit from this ministry. If you can help with VBS please contact Beth Biermann or Pastor Marion.

Another summer ministry opportunity comes on Monday, August 30 when we will host a Red Cross blood drive at the church. This will be a cooperative ministry with Second Baptist Church of Pedricktown. Red Cross is asking each congregation to host one blood drive per year and work together in promoting the events. So mark your calendars and watch for information on how you can participate. 

The summer gives us much to pray for and anticipate as God continues to work through us. Enjoy your summer!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

July Greeters:   
4th -
Nancy Kohler & Charlotte Carty
11th & 18th – Eleanor Clemente

25th -
The Rudderow Family

Scheduled Scripture Readers:

July
4th –
Connie Clark
11th –
JoAnne Taylor
18th -
Helen Keating
25th –
Kelly Piel
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

4th -
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark
11th –
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor
18th-
Don & Laura Brickner
25th –
Jaclyn & Gary Minquez
Junior Church:

4th -
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell

11th-
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

18th -
Connie Clark & Patty Ferrell

25th -
JoAnne Taylor & Elizabeth Taylor

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

Everyone is Special
Everyone is special in his own way;

Each having his own part to play,

Yet, its not acting out some role –

Real life effects the heart and soul;

And how important it is for us to be

Preparing ourselves for eternity,

By making sure that the part we play

Brings glory and honor to God each day.

He made one of a kind – each is unique –

The way we look, and the way we speak,

We have a gift that’s all our own,

Belonging to only us alone;

Freely given by the Father above

For the purpose of sharing His great love.

So, why compare ourselves with our brother?

Everyone Is Special, none like another;

And let us not just act out our part,

Whatever we do should come from the heart.

May we be ourselves – honest and true, For there’s only one me, and only one you.

Written by Connie Bratcher


Thank Yous
Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for all of your cards, visits and prayers.  A very special thank you to the Sunshine Senders for their visit and the lovely basket of fruit.  I am doing well and hope to be back in church soon.  I feel so blessed to have such a wonderful church family.
In Christian Love,

Judy Murphy

*****

Dear Christian Friends,

Thank you so much for all the cards, visits and phone calls.  Also thanks to Marion and the Pastor for their visits to the hospital.  Also to Kathy and Naomi for their visit and the cake they brought me.

Art Perry

*****

Dianna and I just wanted to drop all of you a note to let you know how grateful we are that you have rallied around us in prayer.  We also thank you for sending your wonderful Pastor to be with us when we needed him most.  Please keep prayer for us.

Love,

Rev. John and Dianna Hill

Help Needed

The Nursery program is desperately in need of volunteers to cover the nursery each Sunday.  If you could help in this ministry please talk to Helen Keating.

Summer Programs at Salem Free Public Library

Ages 3-6 


Story time and craft 
10 AM to 11AM 

July 10, 15, 24, 29

Ages 7 and UP

Story time & Craft 
 2PM to 4 PM

July 15, 29 & August 5th
All Ages


Movie Day 
2 PM to 4 PM

July 7, 21 & August 19th
Wet and Wild Websites 
 3 PM to 5 PM

July 13th
Wildlife Refuge 
July 20th
Summer Reading Party 
 11 AM to 1 PM

August 19th

Reach Out to the Next Generation
That was the theme of the CEF National Conference at the beautiful Shocco Springs Baptist Conference Center in Talladega, Alabama, May 17-21.  Many conferees were in their twenties and teens.  Special seminars and activities were scheduled for them.
Four CEFers from New Jersey were among the approximately 450 attendees – Elain, Jim Gutacker, Jason Dorrell and Jordan Renaud.  Guess which two of these are twenty-something!

On target preaching, relevant seminars (one about newsletters), ministry updates and exhibits were key elements.  Other CEF staff and volunteers were encouraging and challenging as we visited, learned about other local ministries and prayed together.  There were even reunions with some friends from the past.

No doubt you would have enjoyed the food and musicians.  Instruments included piano, guitar and a wash board.  Yep, and meals had lots of yummy choices.

As I review and assimilate all the was presented, I am confident that this conference will positively impact our local CEF Chapter.

Please Pray For Us
Praise God for children who were reached and for faithful Good News Club volunteers. 

Pray for more volunteers so Fall Good News Clubs can be organized in more Salem Country schools.

Pray for the CYIA training school – for wisdom, godliness, focus, safety and health for all the CYIA and CEF staff.

Pray for 16 to 20 5-Day Club locations locally during July and August.

Pray for children to come with ears ready to hear and believe in the Gospel.

Pray for enough volunteers to help us at the Good News Chapel during the Salem County 4-H fair.

Pray for a minimum of distractions and extreme weather during the fair and clubs.

On the Lighter Side
Three friends from the local congregation were asked, “When you’re in the casket, and friends are mourning over you, what would you like them to say?

Artie said: “I would like them to say I was a wonderful husband, a fine spiritual leader, and a great family man.” Eugene commented: “I would like them to say I was a wonderful teacher and servant of God who made a huge difference in people’s lives.”

Al said: “ I’d like them to say, “Look he’s moving!”

· 2010 Church Officers -

    Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann(VC)
(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(12)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais                 (10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(12)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe(S)

 (10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(12)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(12)

Esther Jackson(C)
 (12)

Claire Kohler(C)

(12)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)
Helen Keating (T)
 (10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Lois Jordan
              (11)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann(VC)
 (10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(12)
Beth Biermann

(11)





Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fbcpedricktown.org" ��www.fbcpedricktown.org�            Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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Pastor Merrit and Dede will be on vacation from June 28 through July 4. If you have any pastoral care needs during this time please contact Pastor Marion at 299-2898
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