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  FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”

January 2010    The First Baptist Church at Pedricktown
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Pastor’s Message

   
It’s December 19th and the snow continues to come down fiercely. They expect 12 to 18 inches when it’s over. The snow has derailed everyone’s plans on the east coast. It’s the last shopping weekend before Christmas so retailers are not happy. For many people this will be a “lost” day. I’m feeling a bit antsy myself since I can’t get out and do anything.

The snow will probably control what happens tomorrow too. A decision will have to be made about whether to cancel church services. I feel bad for the kids’ choir and their leaders because they have practiced hard for their choral program scheduled for tomorrow. I’m sure a lot of family members are planning to attend and it’s Christmas Sunday. Connie has planned a birthday celebration for Jesus which may have to wait. I wish I could control the snow and make it stop.

This whole issue of control has been a theme for me lately. In our attempt to sell our home and move to a new one Dede and I have felt anything but in control. We are both planners so we like to get all our ducks in a row and execute the plan—step by step. It’s a nice thought but it hasn’t worked. We were supposed to make the move by October 6, so we are a little off schedule. The “plan” has had many revisions and as of now I am not certain the move will actually take place. 

As a planner I can tell you that when things go wrong I usually don’t handle it well. I don’t do delays or waiting very well. But last night I started wondering: whose plan is being carried out here and whose timetable are we on? Through the delays and disappointments I have been a little miffed at God. I have wondered why God hasn’t cleared the way for my plan to be successfully completed—on my schedule! Now it hits me that God is probably wondering why I resist allowing Him the time to successfully complete His plan. What a concept, huh?

I just started reading Timothy Keller’s book The Reason for God, which I highly recommend. I bought the book thinking it would help me engage people who are skeptical about God’s existence. Little did I know it would confront me about my own impatience and selfishness. In one chapter Keller addresses the question of how a good God could allow suffering and he dares to suggest that suffering can serve a purpose. When we go through physically, emotionally or spiritually tough times we end up growing and our character is strengthened. We are less likely to grow and be transformed when all is going smoothly.

But Keller points to Joseph in Genesis 37-50 as evidence that God can also use our suffering as a way to accomplish things for others which are often beyond our comprehension. Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers but this put him in a position later to save thousands of lives from starvation. Now, I don’t equate my “suffering” in this home sale process to Joseph’s but the principle is the same. God often asks His people to endure hardships patiently so they can grow spiritually, be witnesses for others, or benefit others through their suffering. 

I have not waited patiently for God. In fact, I have tried in vain to control my situation to make it convenient for my needs. What if God is trying to teach me something through this? What if God’s plan is more about helping the buyers than Dede and me? What if God is accomplishing an infinite number of goals through this extended process? It took a while, but last night I finally got this and in the words of a good friend, “We just have to wait and see.” God will accomplish His plan if I will forfeit mine and wait patiently on Him. It comes down to trusting that His plan is more important than mine. I’m guessing it is.

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

January Greeters:   OPEN
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

January
3rd -
Erik Biermann
10th –
Beth Biermann
17th –
Lisa Rudderow
24th -
Joel Rudderow
31st –
Bill Clark
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
3rd -
Teresa Smith
10th -
Sharon Stout & Samantha                                             Lehr

17th -
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor

24th -
Don & Laura Brickner

31st -
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark

Junior Church:
3rd -
Joel & Lisa Rudderow
10th -
JoAnne Taylor
17th –
Jaclyn Minquez & Laura Brickner
24th –
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
31st –
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

Prayer Vigil Sign Up

Please sign up in the foyer for the prayer vigil scheduled for January 9th, 2010 beginning at 6:00 AM and ending at 6:00 PM.  The list is divided in 30 minute increments and there will topics and prayers requests available in the front of the sanctuary.
Pianos:  Does anyone know or remember where the pianos came from that are presently in the Toddler Room, the Primary Room, the iddler/Choir Room and on the Stage in the Fellowship Hall?  Were they donated and if so, do you remember by whom?  The Trustees are interested in knowing as the one in the Toddler Room no longer works properly and needs to be removed
Youth Group 

Christmas Party

The Youth Group Christmas Party will take place on Wednesday, January 6th from 5:45 PM until 6:55 PM.  We invite all the youth to attend and bring friends for a time of fun and fellowship.

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123)
Family Fun Night
Plan to join with your church friends for a night of family fun, playing board games, enjoying yummy refreshments, and getting to know one another. 
Friday, January 29th           7:00-9:00 PM
· Sign-up to attend on the hall bulletin board.

· Decide what game you'll bring to share. 

· Bring the family and have a great time!

Yoga 101...For those interested in trying out a little yoga for your health, there will be opportunity. Be sure to wear comfy workout clothes. This is a good chance to find out if yoga is right for you! Sign-up in the church foyer.
……………………………………………………
Used Bible and Christian

 Book Collection
Looking to tidy up your home for the new year?  Take a look at your shelves and in boxes stored in the attic.  If you have Bibles and Christian books that you are no longer reading or using,  please bring them into church in January.  The Board of Missions is collecting used Bibles and Christian books to send to India where they will be made available to those who are seeking the Good News.  Your old books that are currently taking up space can become a beacon to those seeking God.  A collection box will be available in the foyer during January.
 *****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

Announcements
Please continue to use your nametag on Sunday.  It’s one more way to help us remain close as a church family!

 

 If the weather is bad on a Sunday and it becomes necessary to cancel worship an announcement will be posted on the church voicemail (299-2123) and the website: www.fbcpedricktown.org.

 
Memorial Services

For

Rev. Leland Pease

Saturday, January 16th, 2010 at 11 AM

First Baptist Church

Main Street

New Milford, PA

Please send condolences to:

Betty Pease

140 Ridgecrest Circle

Apt. #3

Lewisburg, PA 17837


- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)
Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)







Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Editor: Michele Wallin			    Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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