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Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

   
I want to use this opportunity to bring you up to date on some important things we are focusing on in 2010. First, the envisioning process is about to begin. I have been in touch with Rev. Chuck Jensen, our consultant, and he will soon be sending me materials for beginning phase one. 

Phase One: Readiness for the Run (Assessment)
Using credible assessment tools, this phase equips pastors with a realistic portrait of where they are as leaders and where their churches are in their readiness to embrace change.  

As you can see I will be completing some self-assessment tools which will reveal my strengths and growth areas as a pastor. I will return the materials to Chuck, who will read and explain the results to me. Then I will meet with church leaders to share the results with them. After that Chuck will help us put a plan in place for how to proceed from there. 

I ask you to be in prayer for me as I complete this self-assessment. Pray that God will show me what I need to know to become the most effective pastor possible. Pray that I will have the humility to receive the results with the willingness to grow and change where necessary. I also ask you to pray for your role in the overall process. We all have an important role in the success of the process, with the goal of discovering and embracing God’s vision for our future. 

Therefore, I ask you to pray that each one of us will have open minds and hearts to hear and act on whatever God puts before us as His vision. This will demand being honest with ourselves and being willing to change when and if God calls us to consider doing things in new and more effective ways. As you can see, this process will not be easy. But it will be rewarding when we discover and implement God’s will for the future ministries of First Baptist Church. So please pray daily for this journey to make us more effective servants of the Lord!

On another note, our church wide study of the spiritual gifts is in full swing. Pastor Marion completed one small group study in the fall and currently the Angels Class and my class are doing the study during Sunday School. We will offer additional study groups during the week in the near future. My vision for this activity goes beyond simply studying what the gifts are. Using the study’s inventories you will discover what gifts you possess, some of your burdens or passions for ministry, how you work best in a team setting, areas of ministry you have enjoyed serving in, and ministries which currently interest you.

I would like to compile a database of these results for each person completing the study. The results can be used by the Nominating Committee or other groups for inviting people to serve in ministries for which they are gifted and passionate about. I believe such a process will make people more effective and give them greater joy in serving because they have discovered where they can best serve the Lord. So, I ask you to plan to complete the study.

I am excited about how God will use these initiatives in the life of our church!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

February Greeters:   
7th & 14th – Naomi Trostel &
                   Marjorie Drabold

21st & 28th – Patty & William 

                    Ferrell
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

February
7th -
Don Brickner
14th –
Helen Keating
21st –
Connie Clark
28th –
Janice Servais
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
7th –
Jaclyn & Gary Minguez
14th –
Theresa Smith
21st –
Sharon Stout & Samantha          Lehr
28th –
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark
Junior Church:
7th –
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell
14th –
Connie Clark & Patty Ferrell
21st –
Joel & Lisa Rudderow
28th -
JoAnne Taylor & Elizabeth Taylor
Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

Sunday School Snippets
    A very special thank you to all the people who helped with the clean up day.  We had a great time and made some spaces not just more pleasant to look at but much more usable.  We forget sometimes how blessed we are to have a facility that has spaces for all of us to enjoy and use--thank you God for your provision! If you do not have the habit of attending Sunday School come visit us, stop in for a trial of a class,  tour the classrooms, bring a friend remember how much fun Sunday School can be! See you there. Connie Clark  

Lenten Suppers
Our Lenten Supper series will begin on Wednesday, February 17th from 6:15pm to 7:30pm. We will meet each Wednesday through March 24th for a light supper and lesson as we reflect on God’s Word and prepare for Easter. This has been a great time of study and fellowship with other area churches as we share food for the body and soul, so take advantage of this discipleship opportunity!
Empty Your Pockets!!

Our youth group is answering a challenge from National Ministries of American Baptist Churches-USA. The Penny Project is an effort to raise 14 million pennies from American Baptists across the country to assist the 14 million children who live in poverty in the US. As of early December 2009 more than one million pennies have been collected around the nation. This project is a great way for our youth to do mission work by helping to meet the needs of the poor. So let’s support them in their project! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

· SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH –

CROP HUNGER WALK

We, as a congregation, will be participating in the 2010 CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, April 18th in Woodstown.  CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty.  The walk is sponsored by Church World Service and locally organized by the First Baptist Church in Woodstown.  We will be raising money in the weeks prior to the walk and the participating in the walk itself at 2pm on April 18th.

If you are interested in pledging money and/or walking with us, please see Beth Biermann.  There will be more information to come, including a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board

Jud and Jan Lamos’ Journeys
Jud’s Journal – Many of you have followed the news surrounding recent terrorist events in several of our areas of ministry.  Without identifying exactly where we have folks working-I can say that there isn’t anything you might see on the news that doesn’t directly affect a number of units that we have “in place” ministering for the gospel.  I recently visited one area and also met all the team members at safe locations elsewhere.  Some have unbelieving parents who wonder why they are still in country because they (the parents) think the work is too dangerous.  I continue to support keeping people in country and in ministry.  The danger is not going to go away for some time.  In fact it may continue to grow in intensity as well as in scope.

Jan’s Jottings – I continue to work with the leadership women by sending out our monthly letter.  I also send out special requests for prayer when needed.  In January the women began an online Bible study.  I am really excited about this opportunity to grow together as we study different “songs” in Scripture.  The course is being  taught by a friend who “just happened” to visit us this fall and ask about my ministry and any needs I might have!
Prayer Requests –
 1. Our travel schedule – that we will maintain some routine in our lives during this period.

2. Safety of our teams in difficult and sometimes hostile countries.

3.  Good participation in the women’s online Bible study.

4.  Wisdom for Jud as he leads and directs this ministry.

5.  The security and working of Jud’s internet server.

 *****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

Thank Yous
Dear Friends,

Thank you for the cards you have sent to me.  I do appreciate your kindness and thoughtfulness.  I do miss my church and friends at Pedricktown.  But I am doing OK here at Friends Village.  I count my blessings.  God Bless all of you.

Love, Anna Rockey

*****

To Our Church Family;

We want to express our sincere “Thank You” for the prayers, cards and concern for our family while Charles Carty was in and out of the hospital these past months.  Also, the visits from Pastor Merrit and Pastor Marion both while he was ill and with our family after his passing.

We are certain that your prayers and support helped us thru this difficult time.  

In Christian Love,

Maude, Jim and Charlotte Carty
Dear Church Family,
I wish to express my deep appreciation for your prayers, visits and cards during the past year for my father, Jim Simpkins, and most recently for the kind expressions of sympathy at his passing.  My sincere thanks to the sunshine senders, Pastor Marion and Pastor Merrit for their visits to Dad while in the ICU.  Your presence and prayers truly held us up during this very difficult time.

“God is our refuge and strength” Psalm 46:1

Thank You All,

Kathy Lindle and Family

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123)

- 2010 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann(VC)
(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(12)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais                 (10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(12)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe(S)

 (10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(12)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(12)

Esther Jackson(C)
 (12)

Claire Kohler(C)

(12)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)
Helen Keating (T)
 (10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Lois Jordan
              (12)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann(VC)
 (10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(12)
Beth Biermann

(11)





Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.


		Psalm 34:3























A discerning man keeps wisdom in view, but a fool’s eyes wander to the ends of the earth.





		Proverbs 17:24
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