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  FBC Community

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

   
The Christmas season is upon us again—a time of hope, joy and peace. And don’t we need it! The economy is broken, wars rage in Iraq and Afghanistan, shootings by disturbed people abound, political corruption is everywhere. Whoa, enough, I’m getting depressed! Current world conditions can cause us to wonder if the peace of the Christ child will ever take hold. Will we ever have good reason to feel optimistic about the future?

Let me share some perspective. Following is a meditation from Jesuit Father Luis Espinal who was assassinated by paramilitary forces in La Paz, Bolivia in 1980. He wrote this meditation shortly before his death.

“There are Christians who have hysterical reactions, as if the world would have slipped out of God’s hands. They act violently as if they were risking everything. But we believe in history; the world is not a roll of the dice going toward chaos. A new world has begun to happen since Christ has risen.

Jesus Christ, we rejoice in your definitive triumph … with our bodies still in the breach, and our souls in tension, we cry out our first “Hurrah!” till eternity unfolds itself. Your sorrow now has passed. Your enemies have failed. You are a definitive smile for humankind. 

What matter the wait now for us? We accept the struggle and the death; because you, our love, will not die! We march behind you, on the road to the future. You are with us and you are our immortality! Take away the sadness from our faces. We are not in a game of chance … you have the last word! 

Beyond the crushing of our bones, now has begun the eternal ‘alleluia!’ From the thousand openings of our wounded bodies and souls there arises now a triumphal song! So, teach us to give voice to your new life throughout all the world. Because you dry the tears from the eyes of the oppressed forever … and death will disappear.”
********************************

I was deeply blessed by Father Espinal’s hopeful words as he faced death. It’s a reminder I need often—no matter how “hopeless” our world appears, Jesus Christ has overcome the world and He reigns over it—forever! 

Several thousand years ago people were wondering if there was any hope for their dark world. Then one night hope appeared:
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:8-11). 

My friends, we do not take our cue from this fallen world. We believe in the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and He will reign forever and ever! So take heart. The victory has been won. Christ was born, Christ died and He rose again. The peace, hope and joy we seek is ours now—and forever more through Christ! Hallelujah! Have a blessed Christmas.

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

December Greeters:
6th -
The Biermann Family

13th & 20th -
Gail Lemke & Roberta Ottinger

27th -
Jim & Judy Murphy
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

December
6th -
Beth Biermann
13th -
Kelly Piel
20th -
Joel Rudderow
27th – Bill Clark
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
6th –
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor
13th –
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark
20th –
Don & Laura Brickner
27th –
Jaclyn & Gary Minguez
Junior Church:
6th -
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell
13th -
Melby Pollock & Bobbi Kenworthy

20th -
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

27th -
Patti Ferrell & Connie Clark

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

Junior Choir News!!!!
Attention kids: Please join us for this year's Christmas Program called Spread the News , presented by the Joyful Noise choir. Performance date will be Dec 20th during the morning service at 9:45am. 
 

Practices will be held Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 starting Dec 2. The dress rehearsal will be Saturday afternoon Dec 19th (time to be determined).  
 

See Christine Cobin for more information and permission slips.  Don't miss out!

THE YOUTH GROUP 
ANNUAL TEA SOCIAL 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, @ 12:15PM,

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO COME AND SHARE IN THE FUN OF THE SEASON.  

We will have a DONATIONS SIGN UP SHEET on the Youth Group Bulletin Board for those of you who can help with the food, or drinks.  

The Youth Group Members will entertain you during the luncheon.  

More NEWS to follow.  

Results of the 11/22 Congregational Meeting
Last Sunday we met after worship to discuss and vote on Rev. Chuck Jensen’s proposal to act as a consultant to our congregation. Our desire and goal is to discern God’s vision for the future of First Baptist. Pastor Merrit outlined some of what could be expected if we decided to embark on this journey. After a healthy and respectful discussion on the proposal a vote was taken. The result was: 40 voted to accept the proposal and 13 voted against it which equates to a 75% majority. Pastor Merrit will be in contact with Chuck Jensen to see what the first steps will be in the process. Please be in prayer that God will guide us along the way to becoming the congregation He desires us to be
Eastern Mennonite Missions
Dear Friends at First Baptist Church at Pedricktown:
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:  A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted.” – Solomon

We have been given a certain time, and a certain purpose has been designated to each of our lives.  Eastern Mennonite Missions knows that for each of us this time may look different.  We are so thankful that on this journey of life we don’t just exist side by side but intersect along the way, helping one another with the seasons that we all go through.  Here at EMM, we are fulfilling our role as planters and harvesters.  You have supported us tremendously.  Thank you for your generosity-filled hearts and the many ways you express it!

Your contribution has been placed where you have desired it should go.  If you have any further questions regarding your gifts or EMM in general, please contact Kaylene Derksen at 717-898-2251 ext. 275 or by email kaylened@emm.org.

We are thankful that our lives have touched one another!  We pray God’s blessings for you.

Warm regards,

Eastern Mennonite Missions
PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
Thank You
Friends:

We, of Family Promise of Salem County wish to thank you deeply for your very generous gift of $100 to the cause of homeless families.
We are graciously appreciative and warmed by your compassion.  Thank you for helping to make such a difference in many lives, many ways.
May God Bless You Always,

Faithfully, FPSC

 *****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****


- 2009 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann

(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(09)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)
Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
(09)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann
(10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(09)







Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  





Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits-





	                 Psalm 103:1-2
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