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  FBC Community
August 2010           The First Baptist Church at Pedricktown

Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus 
Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy.” Actually, it’s been a busy summer so far. One area that has been busy is that of personnel changes on the staff of First Baptist. As reported earlier, Marion Crawford is stepping down from her youth pastor duties. In addition, after four years of service Michele Wallin has announced her resignation to pursue a full time job. Michele has been a joy to work with and will surely be missed. To those who called or visited the church, Michele was the friendly receptionist who sincerely cared about others and their needs or concerns. No task or project seemed to intimidate Michele and she always had an upbeat, optimistic attitude. We wish Michele God’s richest blessings as she takes her gifts to a new vocational challenge.

After a brief search process I am excited to announce the Board of Trustees has hired Beth Biermann as our new church secretary. Beth comes to the position with very strong administrative, writing and organizational skills. She currently works as a reporter and columnist for the New Town Press. As a First Baptist member Beth has updated the church website and helped to make Challenge 150 a success. She coordinated the April CROP Walk and our recent Vacation Bible School and has shared some exciting ideas for future special projects. Please join me in welcoming Beth to our staff!

The Boards of Deacons and Christian Education have been busy searching for someone to fulfill Pastor Marion’s former duties. They have finalized a job description for the position of Associate Pastor of Youth and Young Families. The boards and I will be interviewing a very qualified candidate for the position on July 30. The hope is that the candidate chosen for the position will live in the parsonage, soon to be vacated by the Kite Family. Stay tuned for updates on this search process and please pray for God’s will to be done.

Meanwhile, the Envisioning Process continues. Recently John Jordan and I met with Chuck Jensen to review the results of the Servant Shepherd Leadership Indicator (SSLI) completed by myself and thirteen others from the congregation. This survey focuses on my management practices as a leader of God’s people. Specifically, it asks to what extent my leadership practices reflect biblical principles for leading individuals and groups. On August 12 Chuck will return to share the results with those who participated in the survey. 

In addition, Chuck will meet with our church officers and board members on August 30 to share the results of the Readiness for Change Inventory completed by the congregation on April 18. While all this is happening continue to pray for the recruitment process for our Transition Team which will lead the congregation in our quest to discover God’s will for our church’s future ministries. Let us all be listening closely to God’s voice to discern how He wants each of us to participate in the process.

Have a good summer—and stay cool!

Pastor Merrit
GOD’S SERVANTS

August Greeters   
Mildred & David Gaehring
Scheduled Scripture Readers:

August

1st –
Nancy Kohler
8th –
Charlotte Carty
15th –
Beth Biermann
22nd –
Don Brickner
29th –
Bill Clark
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594). Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

1st –
Sharon Stout & Samantha Lehr

8th –
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark

15th –
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor

22nd -
Don & Laura Brickner

29th -
Jaclyn & Gary Minquez

Junior Church:

1st -
Jaclyn Minquez & Laura Brickner

8th -
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry

15th -
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

22nd -
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell

29th -
Stephanie Perry & Tina Nipe

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

Wanted: Ministry Partner(s)

It has been suggested that we bring back a loving practice that this church took part in in years past.  Folks used to go to the local nursing, assisted living, and rehabilitation facilities and lead hymn sings for the residents.  If you've ever done this you know how much it is appreciated.  Usually just 30 minutes of singing and a few minutes of greeting people brightens everyone's day - visited and visitors.  Last Sunday, I issued a challenge in the Pastor's SS class that if someone would agree to accompany the singing, I would gladly play the piano, keyboard or organ (whatever instrument they have) to accompany the singing.  We decided that we should open the search for that leader to include the whole congregation.  There are others who would probably enjoy going along to sing with us, but cannot lead.  Please pray about this potential ministry, and ask God if you are the one who can help as it's leader.  Your voice doesn't need to be perfect...just willing!  If you are interested in this ministry, please speak to me (Esther Jackson) or give me a call (514-3142).  Blessings!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE NEXT BLUE MOON SUNDAY

AUGUST 29, 2010

MOVIE AND ICE CREAM NIGHT

Celebrate the fifth Sunday in August by viewing the movie, Amazing Grace, on Sunday, August 29 at 6pm in the sanctuary. Amazing Grace is the story of William Wilberforce’s campaign to end slavery in the British Empire. It’s “the story of how one man stood against tyranny and saved the lives of millions.” Come join us for a thought-provoking evening. The film is rated PG for thematic material involving slavery and mild language. 
Following the movie, we will have ice cream sundaes in the fellowship hall.  

Sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested in joining us and please bring a friend – the more, the merrier!

White Cross Quota 
for 2010-2011
This year our Overland White Cross quota is for Tabernacle Baptist Church in Utica, New York.  The Rev. Dr. Mark S. Caruana is in charge of this neighborhood action center.  This year we have a huge clothing need.

If you would like to participate in this mission, please sign your name beside the item you would be willing to purchase on the sign-up sheet (located in the foyer outside of the pastor’s study).  All items need to be brought to the church by Sunday, September 5th .  Please write White Cross on the outside of the bag and leave it in the church kitchen.  

Thank you for your assistance.
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‘It was embarrassing. While | was telling them to
turn off their cell phones, my cell phone rang.”





SAVE THE DATE!!!
 
The annual church picnic will be held Sunday, September 26 at the Carneys Point Recreation Center on Penns Grove-Auburn Road. We will begin with worship at 11am with the picnic to follow. The site has a covered pavilion, picnic tables, playground equipment and ball fields. Save the date and plan to invite some friends. For more information contact Bill Keating or any member of the Board of Christian Education.

News from
Russian Missions
Dear Friends,
In Jesus’ teachings, our relationship with our fellow men, women and children is inseparable from our relationship with God.  Love of God and love of our neighbors are two aspects of the same calling:  “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  (John 13:34-35)

By its very nature, children’s ministry is challenging, but special needs ministry takes the challenge to a whole new level.  Our “neighbors” often don’t all look, or sound, or think the same way we do.  It takes a great deal of effort, but it is well worth it when one can effectively connect and minister to a special needs child who is suffering under the burden of loneliness and rejection.  We want these children to know they have not been forgotten.  

God works through Russian Missions to help achieve His will in the most unlikely circumstances.  In October of 2008 Missionaries Andrey and Allay Vorobey launched an Encaustic art program to severely disabled Ukrainian orphans.  Most of these children have no chance for adoption as they are social orphans.  These abandoned children desperately need to experience the love of Jesus and discover the hope they can have by placing their faith in Him.

We are grateful to be part of His process as we continue to pursue His will in all things great and small.

Your Brother in the Lord,

Pastor Sasha
Special Speaker
Lisa Fish

Our guest on Sunday, September 19, 2010 will be Lisa Fish and following Sunday School a covered luncheon is planned.

Lisa has served in Uganda as a teaching missionary.  Please plan on joining us!
Red Cross Blood Drive

First Baptist Church of Pedricktown

89 W. Mill Street

Monday, August 30 
from 1:30pm to 7:30pm

To schedule an appointment call

Eleanor Clemente at 856-299-6309

A Vegetable garden…
Food for Thought

Plant four rows of squash:

1. Squash gossip

2. Squash grumbling

3. Squash indifference

4. Squash selfishness

Plant four rows of lettuce:

1. Lettuce be faithful

2. Lettuce be kind

3. Lettuce be patient

4.  Lettuce really love one another

Must have thyme:

1. Thyme for each other

2. Thyme for family

3. Thyme for friends

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love; there will be much fruit in your garden… you will reap what you sow.


- 2010 Church Officers -

     Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann(VC)
(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(12)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais                 (10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(12)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe(S)

 (10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(12)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(12)

Esther Jackson(C)
 (12)

Claire Kohler(C)

(12)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)

Helen Keating (T)
 (10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Lois Jordan
              (11)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann(VC)
 (10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(12)
Beth Biermann

(11)






Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fbcpedricktown.org" ��www.fbcpedricktown.org�            Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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