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Pastor’s Message

A church member gave me this article and I thought it was good enough to share with you. Enjoy!

Resistance to Change

Reprinted by permission. Be Your Best Magazine Copyright 2007 Joyce Meyer.  


Change creates a lot of hard work, requires a lot of creative ideas, and interrupts our regular routine.

In the 1940’s, the Swiss watch was the most famous and best quality watch available in the world.  About 80 percent of the watches sold worldwide were made in Switzerland.  In the late 1950s, the digital watch was presented to the leaders of the Swiss watch company.  They rejected this new idea because they just knew they already had the best watch and the best watchmakers.  They were sure their product could not be improved.  So the man who developed the digital watch sold the idea to Seiko.

In 1940, Swiss watchmaking companies employed eighty thousand people.  Today, they employ eighteen thousand.  In 1940, the Swiss sold 80 percent of the world’s watches.  Today, 80 percent of the watches are digital.

This story of watchmakers represents what happens to people and many organizations:  they choose to die rather than choosing to change.

God never changes, but everything else does.  In fact, if people and things don’t ever change, they are either dead or slowly dying.  I believe God has placed a desire and a seed inside each of us for change.  We need fresh vision and passion for His purpose for our lives.

Resistance to change is universal.  It seizes every generation by the throat and tries to kill all progress.  Even though we crave change, we also fear it.  Change threatens us – it takes away what we have become comfortable with.  Without change, we don’t have to stretch ourselves into new realms.  But God wants us to change-He wants us to reach out in faith and let go of the old and take hold of the new.

Change creates hard work, requires creative ideas, and interrupts our regular routine.  We naturally fear the unknown, including the fear of failure.  We feel safe with old things which have already been proven.  When I celebrated my sixtieth birthday, I was very tempted to just say, “It is too late for me to start making all kinds of changes.  I think I’ll just float along with things the way they have been for the last twenty years.”

I am glad I chose not to do that.  Today, I feel a fresh fire and a renewed passion like I have not felt in a long time.  Jesus said in Matthew 9:17 that new wine could not be poured into old wineskins because the skins would burst and the wine would spill out and be ruined.  New wine, which represents a fresh anointing, must be poured into a new wineskin.  I am so excited to see what kind of “new wine” God has planned to pour into the “new wineskin” He is directing us to prepare.

Times change, and so must you.  Don’t get left in the dust!!!

*************

Joyce Meyer gives us all something to think about!
Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit

GOD’S SERVANTS

August Greeters:
2nd -
Marjorie Drabold & Charlotte Carty
9th & 16th -
The Biermann Family
23rd & 30th -
Roberta Ottinger & Gail Lemke

Scheduled Scripture Readers:

August
2nd –
Beth Biermann
9th –
Connie Clark
16th –
John Egan
23rd –
Aaron Keating
30th –
Helen Keating
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
2nd – Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor

9th –
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark
16th –
Don & Laura Brickner

23rd –
Jaclyn & Gary Minquez

30th –
Theresa Smith & Kelly Piel

Junior Church:

2nd –
Tina Nipe & Stephanie Perry
9th –
Jaclyn Minquez & Laura Brickner

16th –
Pam Golt & Nancy Hocknell

23rd –
Melby Pollock & Bobbi Kenworthy

30th –
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.

Missionaries to Visit
On Sunday, August 23rd James and Melani Wenger will join us to share about their mission work in Central Asia with Eastern Mennonite Missions. Currently they are on furlough traveling in the eastern United States visiting supporting churches. They will join us during worship and be available for questions during Sunday School. This will be followed by a covered dish luncheon sponsored by the Board of Missions.
Welcome New Members!
On Sunday July 26th Gary Minguez and Angelika Murray were baptized and received as church members by congregational vote. Angelika is a recent graduate of Penns Grove High School and will attend Agnes Scott College in Decatur, Georgia this fall. Angelika lives in Carneys Point. Gary is the husband of Jaclyn Minguez and father to Makenna Minguez. They live in Pennsville. Gary teaches mathematics to grades 9-12 at Pennsville High School. Welcome Gary and Angelika! 
 

 
 
Sunday School Snippets

 So here we are almost into fall already.  The kids are trying to squeeze in as much as they can in these warm, sunny days and we are doing the same.  The Son Rock Camp summer program is great fun for all and we have been really enjoying the perfect days outside for games and stories.  Thank you to all the kids who have come and to the adult helpers for making this so special for all. Thank you to Marion and all those who helped set up the camp in fellowship hall-if you haven't visited the site come check it out.  We have several weeks left so don't hestiate to come and join us. 
    Please keep the fall program in your prayers.  We are going to have a workshop in Aug. (watch for date and info) for anyone interested in learing about the program choices and teaching techniques.  As I was reading my Guideposts recently this quote jumped out at me:"Remember, God doesn't seem to call the equipped;rather he equips the called." (Guideposts Aug.09 submitted by Guideposts reader Jean McGinley of Innisfil, Ontario,Canada).  Come see what that promise can mean for you.
Connie Clark

Sunday School Superintendent

Phone:  678-6586
Email:   tenore@snip.net

PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123) 

……………………………………………………
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

Blessings….

The Perry family welcomed Jackson Perry on July 2nd, 2009.  He weighed in at 6 lbs. 11 oz. and was 19 inches long.  Jackson’s father and mother are Martin and Laura Perry and he is a grandson to Newt & Stephanie Perry.  

*****************
The Jordans had many celebrations this summer starting the summer off with their son Chris graduating from Hope College in Holland, Michigan on May 3, after being on the Dean’s list all four years.  He and his wife Kristie were married at the college chapel on June 6th.  They are now living in Madison, Wisconsin, where Christopher has a scholarship to work on his Ph.D. in chemistry at the University of Wisconsin.

Their oldest son Michael received his Ph.D. in Liturgical Studies from Drew University on May 17th.  Also, on May 24th Lois and John’s daughter Beth graduated from Law School at American University.  She is now busy studying for her bar exam.  

Let your church family know what is going on with your family at home.  You can call the church office at 856-299-2123 or email Michele at fbcop@comcast.net.  
Just a Smile
A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, “Boys and girls, what do we know about God?”  A hand shot up in the air, “He is an artist!”  said the kindergarten boy.  “Really?  How do you know?” the teacher asked, “You know – Our Father, who does art in Heaven….
Rev. Leland Pease is
 Turning 90!
 

We received the following note from Betty Pease:

 

Rev. Leland Pease will be 90 years old on August 10th. We are hoping some from your congregation will send cards. We are living in a senior citizens village and are both in good health. Thanks for your kindness,

Betty Pease

 

Cards may be sent to:   
Rev. Leland Pease
140 Ridgecrest Circle  Apt. 3

Lewisburg, PA  17837


Notes of Thanks
First Baptist Church of Pedricktown,
Thank you for all your prayers.  They are really appreciated.  I am doing a lot better.

From, Mallory Servais and her little daughter, Giavonna

**********

Dear Friends of Pedricktown, FBC

I wanted you to know how moved and blessed I was to receive your prayer card.  It is humbling to know that fellow Christians take your name and needs before the Throne of Grace.  Your prayers and your cards are a great ministry.  I thank you for them and encourage you to continue this fine ministry.

Cordially, with faith in Christ,

Rev. Lewis Kisenwether, Jr.

First Baptist Church, Matawan, NJ
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         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)
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William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann
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Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner
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Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais(VC)
(10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(09)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe

(10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(09)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(09)

Esther Jackson(C)
(09)

Claire Kohler(C)

(09)
Melby Pollock

(11)

Helen Keating (T)
(10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Harry Moore(VC)
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Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)
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(10)
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(09)
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(10)






Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.
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I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips.





My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice.





Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.


			


		             Psalm 34:1-3














Did You Know?





The painting above the baptismal pool was done by Charles McConnell of Port Norris.  He was a New Jersey oysterman and nicknamed “Chili.”  The painting was done on sailcloth and mounted on wood.
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