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Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who are characterized by, faith, hope and love.”
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Pastor’s Message

Sunday, April 18, 2010
Please mark this date on your calendar and make every effort to attend the worship service. This will mark the unofficial beginning of our journey together to discern God’s vision for our church. Immediately following the worship service we will each complete a Readiness for Change Inventory which will be sent to our consultant, Rev. Dr. Chuck Jensen, for analysis. All you need to do is give your honest response to 17 statements about our congregation’s state of readiness to face change. The introduction to the inventory reads as follows:

Even the most dynamic church can become resistant to necessary healthy change. However, churches must change if they are to have a significant impact on their communities. Is your church ready for change?

I estimate the inventory will take 10-12 minutes to complete. When you finish you are free to go home or attend Sunday School. It is important that we have as many viewpoints as possible represented in the inventory, so please make this a priority in your schedule. Your personal perspective is important! Chuck has requested that the inventory be completed following worship to ensure as great a response as possible. Also, the inventory will only be distributed on this date so it is your only opportunity to participate in this step. 

I think it is fitting that our first exercise in the envisioning process is to assess our readiness to face change. Why—because we do not experience growth in life without encountering change. Change forces us to solve new problems, think in new ways, acquire new skills and overcome fears which hold us back from becoming the persons God desires us to be. Think of the changes which forced you to grow and mature most in life. I am guessing they were events like moving to a new town or school, leaving home for college or the military, getting married, having children, dealing with a serious illness, having to start a new career, losing a loved one etc. When the change occurred you knew life could or would not continue as usual. You had to make adjustments, and making those adjustments caused you to grow. Maybe you developed new skills and an inner strength you never thought possible. 

Maybe I forgot one important life change—becoming a follower of Jesus. Has that decision caused your life to change? I would guess so—yet in our faith journey with Jesus we can fall into ruts and grooves of comfort and routine which prevent us from hearing the voice of the Lord as He beckons us to keep changing, growing and maturing as His disciples. It has happened to me at times, and I’m betting you can also relate.

Change and Christian discipleship go hand-in-hand. Becoming Jesus’ disciple means surrendering our lives to Him—to do with us as He pleases—whatever He pleases—wherever He pleases. It means opening our hearts and minds to the work of the Holy Spirit as He molds and shapes us into obedient, effective servants of Christ. A few Scripture verses come to mind:

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2).

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:18).

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Change and Christian discipleship are inseparable. May the Lord prepare us to embrace the changes He wishes to make in us—personally and as a corporate body. See you on April 18!

Sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Merrit
GOD’S SERVANTS

April Greeters:   
4th – Gail Lemke & Roberta Ottinger
April 11-25 – OPEN

Scheduled Scripture Readers:

April
4th –
Jaclyn Minquez
11th –
Joy Suiters
18th –
Bill Clark
25th-
Beth Biermann
You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594), Thank you.

Scheduled Toddler Rm. & Nursery Rm.& Jr. Church Volunteers:

Nursery/Toddler Room
April
4th -
Sharon Stout & Samantha Lehr
11th -
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark

18th -
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor

25th -
Don & Laura Brickner

Junior Church:
4th -
Connie Clark & Patty Ferrell
11th -
Joel & Lisa Rudderow

18th -
JoAnne Taylor & Elizabeth Taylor

25th -
Jaclyn Minquez & Laura Brickner

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are available on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed, please consider using your God given gifts in this way.


Craft Weekend
*****Don’t forget the last Sunday of each month is Coin Drop Sunday.  It is a love gift for missionaries by American Baptist Women.****

Spring Craft Day

Friday - April 30th
6:30 to 11:00 PM

Saturday - May 1st
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Come join us for a day of crafts, card marking, scrapbooking and fellowship!  Get a head start and come Friday night or just come Saturday morning to catch up on all those craft projects you have been wanting to finish.  
If you would like to purchase breakfast/dinner for Saturday the cost is $20.  Please see Christine Cobin if you are interested or look for the sign up on the bulletin board.

Summer Mission Trip

The Oaklyn (NJ) Baptist Church is sponsoring a mission trip to Alderson, WV from July 24-31 to do home repairs for needy residents. The cost is $245 per person. This event is open to people of all skill levels who are in high school or older. If you are interested in attending sign the list on the bulletin board. 
PRAYER LISTINGS

If your name or the name of a loved one is on our bulletin prayer list, please keep the office informed of their status. (Office #299-2123)
******


*PLEASE HELP END POVERTY AROUND THE BLOCK AND AROUND THE WORLD* 

Several of your fellow congregation members are participating in the CROP (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) Walk at First Baptist Church of Woodstown on *Sunday, April 18th* at 2 p.m.  Please sponsor one of them if you are unable to walk.  It's also not too late to be added to our list of walkers - if you're interested, please see Beth Biermann. 

*Current CROP Walkers: * Beth Biermann, Isabel Biermann, Marion Crawford, Mildred Gaehring, Dede Marsango, Merrit Marsango, Tina Nipe, and Jacelyn Rudderow. 


*Attention Walkers: * Your envelopes and donations are due back to Beth Biermann by Wed. April 7th.  Thanks!

Thank You
Dear Friends:
I want to thank you for your generous contribution (to Haiti earthquake relief) – especially appreciated in this challenging economy.  Thanks to caring donors like you, Church World Service can provide food, water and other necessities to families displaced by war or natural disasters.  And with your help, we can also assist impoverished communities as they work to improve their farming techniques, develop reliable water sources, and build a more sustainable future.

While these are sobering days, I remain hopeful because of the creative, resilient men and women we assist around the world, and because of caring people like you, who empower us to act on your behalf in our wounded world.  May God bless you for your compassionate support.

Faithfully yours,

Rev. John L. McCullough

Executive Director and  CEO

Church World Service

Envisioning Process Update

We are currently in phase one of the process of discovering God’s vision for First Baptist Church. This phase equips pastors with a realistic portrait of where they are as leaders and where their churches are in their readiness to embrace change. On Sunday, April 18th all members and friends of the church will be asked to complete a Readiness for Change Inventory immediately following worship. You will be asked for your opinion on 17 statements related to our readiness to change as a congregation. Please make every effort to be present and participate in this important step in the process. If you have any questions see Pastor Merrit. 

Shoebox Highlights
Operation Christmas Child, the unique shoe box gift project of Samaritan’s Purse, enjoyed its most fruitful year ever.  We thank the millions of people who participated, and we give glory to God, “who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us” (Eph. 3:20b, NIV).

· Operation Christmas Child collected 8.2 million shoe box gifts in 13 countries in 2009, including the very first ones from Spain and Hong Kong.  That’s the most boxes ever – nearly 200,000 more than the previous year.

· Shoe box gifts were sent to 108 countries, including Guinea Bissau and St. Kitts for the first time.

· Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected and distributed more than 77 million shoe box gifts.

Did you follow your box?

This was the first year OCC offered the “Follow Your Box” feature one the Samaritan’s Purse website.  For people who used the EZGive option and put the special bar-coded labels on their boxes, we were able to track their boxes and send them an email describing the destination of their shoe box gifts.  More than half a million boxes from the U.S. were sent with Follow Your Box labels.  Look for this feature again in 2010.

******

Covered Dish to Welcome Tom Atwood

Sunday, April 25th the Mission Board invites you to join us for a covered dish dinner at 5 PM.  Tom Atwood of Hebrew Scriptures will be our guest speaker following dinner.  Come for fellowship, good food and to welcome Tom.


- 2010 Church Officers -




         Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann(VC)
(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(12)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais                 (10)










Lisa Rudderow(S)
(12)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe(S)

 (10)

Naomi Trostel(VC)
(12)
Patty Ferrell (S)

(12)

Esther Jackson(C)
 (12)

Claire Kohler(C)

(12)
Jaclyn Minguez                (10)
Helen Keating (T)
 (10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Lois Jordan
              (11)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann(VC)
 (10)

JoAnne Taylor(S)
(12)
Beth Biermann

(11)





Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

The 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123, Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Editor: Michele Wallin			    Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in you I trust, O my God.





		Psalm 25:1
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