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Our Mission… “to birth and develop mature disciples of Jesus 
Christ who are characterized by faith, hope and love.”
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Where has the summer gone? It’s hard to believe the kids will be back to school next week. It has been an unusually busy summer here at First Baptist—in a good way. The Boards of Deacons and Christian Education have conducted a search for the Associate Pastor of Youth and Young Families and the Board of Trustees has been coordinating work on the parsonage as that pastor’s new home. 

On July 30 the Deacons and CE Board members interviewed Carrie Cyphers for the position and everyone came away from the interview convinced that Carrie should be extended a call to serve. Carrie has extensive experience working in youth ministry at various churches and has a very friendly personality that attracts kids (and adults) immediately. 

Carrie has a high level of theological education. She recently completed her Master of Divinity degree which was preceded by two master’s degrees in theological studies. Carrie has also been a part time Professor of Intellectual Heritage at Temple University since 2005. One of her goals is to pursue ordination through American Baptist Churches- USA. 

Those of us who interviewed Carrie were very impressed with her areas of interest, or vision for youth ministry. She believes youth ministry should include time for socialization, Bible study and Christian service. Carrie made it clear she sees her calling to work with youth and their families which means supporting parents and family members in raising their children to become mature disciples of Jesus. Some of her specific interests in this area include a monthly family activity, how to study the Bible as a family, and mentoring. 

Carrie will be here to preach on September 12 and you will have time to meet her and her husband, Chris, after worship. Then we will vote on whether to extend her a call on Wednesday, September 15 at 6:30pm. If you want more information on Carrie it is available on the table outside my office. This is truly an exciting event in the life of the church!

On another note, the envisioning process continues. On August 12 Chuck Jensen met with me and some church leaders who participated in an online Servant Shepherd Leadership Indicator (SSLI). The survey gauged people’s opinions on my level of effectiveness as a pastor in the various aspects of congregational leadership. As expected, it revealed my strengths as well as areas where I could be more effective. This meeting was extremely helpful and affirming for me. I appreciated the honesty and encouraging spirit of the discussions which can lead to self-understanding and growth for me as a pastor.

On August 30 Chuck Jensen will meet with the church officers and board members to interpret the results of the Readiness for Change Inventory taken by the congregation in April. We will share the results of that meeting with you in the near future. I believe these various assessment tools are necessary in helping us to discover who we are as a congregation and where we are spiritually—before we can move forward to realize God’s vision for our future. 

Like me, I hope you feel excited as you ponder the things God is doing in the life of our church. I sense God’s strong presence and desire to lead us on to do great things for His kingdom’s sake. I hope you do too!

Pastor Merrit
Please note:  Pastor Merrit will be on vacation Monday September 6 through Sunday September 12.  Please contact Pastor Marion (299-2898) with any pastoral care needs.
GOD’S SERVANTS

September

Greeters:   
5th
Nancy Hocknell & Jessica Troupe

12th
Marjorie Drabold

19th
Roberta Ottinger

26th
Church Picnic

Scheduled Scripture Readers:

5th
Claire Kohler

12th
Joel Rudderow

19th
Lisa Rudderow

26th
Jaclyn Minguez

You will be notified of your scripture reading prior to your Sunday service commitment.  If you wish to have your name added to our reader’s list, please contact Beth Biermann (856) 241-9594. Thank you.

Nursery/Toddler Room Volunteers:

1st
Sharon Stout & Samantha Lehr

12th
Esther Jackson & Connie Clark

19th 
Liz Taylor & JoAnne Taylor

26th
Don & Laura Brickner

Junior Church Volunteers:

5th
Jaclyn Minguez & Laura Brickner

12th
Lois Jordan & Helen Keating

19th
Connie Clark & Patty Ferrell

26th
Church Picnic

Please consider being of help in this very important ministry.  There are 
openings available and sign up sheets are on the foyer bulletin board.  Junior Church volunteers are also needed.  Please consider using your God given gifts in this way.
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NEW SPIRITUAL GIFTS SMALL GROUP

Pastor Marion will be starting a new spiritual gifts class.  The class will be on Thursdays from Sept. 30th through Nov. 18th from 7pm to 8:30pm here at the church.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested.

SMALL GROUP STUDY ON FORGIVENESS

Forgiveness is the foundation of the Christian faith, yet many Christians have trouble forgiving others.  From the small hurts to the very deep ones we are all challenged to work on forgiving others.  This study will explore why and how we need to forgive—as Christ forgives us.  The study will meet on Wednesday nights at church from 7:30-8:30pm from September 29th through November 17.  See Pastor Merrit with any questions.
SUNDAY SCHOOL SNIPPETS
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What a wonderful summer it has been!  Vacation Bible School got us off to a great start and we have all enjoyed the Sunday School Gospel Light Proverbs theme for the summer Sundays.  What a wonderful group of kids and adult helpers we have had.  God has blessed our church with gifted minds, hands and hearts!
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Our rally day for the fall will be Sept 12 with a display in fellowship hall and sign ups for the kids.  Our first fall lesson will be the following week, Sept 19.  All adult classes are invited to help kick off the rally day and everyone should come prepared to get our feet moving to the spirit of Christ in our midst. See you there!
-Connie 
SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING

Wed. Sept. 15th 
6:30 p.m.

We will be considering the recommendation to call Carrie Cyphers as part time Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Families.  Please attend this important meeting.

12 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL
Saturday Sept. 18th
6:00 am to 6:00 pm

Please consider signing up to pray for a half hour time slot.  Topics will be provided if you feel the need for guidance in what to pray for.

CHURCH PINCIC

Sun. Sept. 26, 11 a.m.

Carneys Point Recreation Center
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The annual church picnic will be held Sunday, September 26 at the Carneys Point Recreation Center on Penns Grove-Auburn Road. We will begin with worship at 11am with the picnic to follow. The site has a covered pavilion, picnic tables, playground equipment and ball fields. Save the date and plan to invite some friends.  PLEASE BRING LAWN CHAIRS IF YOU HAVE THEM.  We are also in need of helpers to bring supplies to the park, set up and clean up.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you can help in this way.
GUEST PREACHER – 

CARRIE CYPHERS

On Sunday Sept. 15, Carrie Cyphers will be preaching.  She has earned master’s degrees from Palmer Theological Seminary and the University of Edinburgh in Scotland.    Carrie is being considered for the Associate Pastor of Youth and Young Families position.  Please come hear her preach and spend some time with her after the service.

SPECIAL SPEAKER – 

LISA FISH
Our guest on Sunday, September 19 will be Lisa Fish.  Lisa has served in Uganda as a teaching missionary.  Following Sunday School a covered dish luncheon is planned.  Please sign up on the bulletin board with the number of people attending and the dish you would like to bring.  Place settings, meat dishes, rolls, dessert and beverages will be provided.  Please plan on joining us!

FALL CRAFT EVENT


Friday Oct. 15th – 
6 pm to 11:30 pm
and

Saturday Oct. 16th – 
9 am to 5 pm

This is a great chance to bring your projects – cards, scrapbooking, or any type of craft – on Friday and leave everything in the fellowship hall through Saturday.  Plus, you will have access to our tools (including punches and Sissix dyes) and stamps!

Friday night is BYOS (bring your own snack) and the cost for breakfast and lunch on Saturday is $20.  Please see Christine Cobin if you wish to attend.


AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETES

Q:  “Why did National Ministries change its name to American Baptist Home Mission Societies?”
A:  So often we found ourselves explaining who we were, because, as a name, “National Ministries” carried no identifying words.  By reaffirming our historical name, we immediately communicate our American Baptist identity, our commitment to mission and our focus on mission “at home”, that is, in the United States of American and Puerto Rico.  

Q:  How does this change impact the America for Christ (AFC) Offering and other ways home mission gets funded and supported?
A:  The great news is there is no impact!  The AFC offering January through March giving window remains the same.  The AFC offering’s distribution also stays the same:  29% returns to the region; 12% is used for promotion and deputation; and 59% supports American Baptist Home Mission Societies.

- 2010 Church Officers -

     Board of Trustees

Moderator……………………………………………..John Jordan                                           John Egan (C) 
             (11)

Church Clerk………………………………………….Judy Murphy



William Ferrell
             (11)

Treasurer………………………………………………John Egan



Kelley Piel

(11)

Missionary Treasurer………………………..Mildred Gaehring


Erik Biermann (VC)
(10)

Financial Secretary…………………………….Patty Ferrell                                            Don Brickner

(12)

Church School Superintendent…………..Connie Clark



Janice Servais                 (10)










Lisa Rudderow (S)
(12)

Deacons




Board of Mission


Board of Christian Education

Jeff Blithe (S)

 (10)

Naomi Trostel (VC)
(12)
Patty Ferrell 

(12)

Esther Jackson (C)
 (12)

Claire Kohler (C)

(12)
Jaclyn Minguez (S)          (10)

Helen Keating (T)
 (10)

Nancy Kohler

(11)
William Keating (C)
(11)

Lois Jordan
              (11)

Joel Rudderow

(10)
Tina Nipe

(10)

Brian Heintzelmann (VC)
 (10)

JoAnne Taylor (S)
(12)
Beth Biermann

(11)






Jo Pedrick

(11)

Please submit information to the office (299-2123) or email (fbcop@comcast.net) by 

the 20th of each month, to be considered for publication in this newsletter.


P.O. Box 117, 89 West Mill Street, Pedricktown, NJ 08067, (856) 299 2123 Email: fbcop@comcast.net                     Pastor: Rev. Dr. Merrit Marsango


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fbcpedricktown.org" ��www.fbcpedricktown.org�            Associate Pastor: Marion Crawford
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